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“a  collection  of  clashed  tries 99 

Our  cover  theme  for  this  month  can  be 
considered  a  salute  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing,  since  our  government's  great 
printing  operation  began  in  August  of  1862. 
Fourteen  years  later,  also  in  August,  it  became 
a  real  moneymaker  and  a  separate  entity  within 
the  Treasury  Department.  The  cover  design  shows 
the  Great  Seal  which,  aside  from  its  use  on 
a  single  medal  in  1882,  has  assumed  numismatic 
importance  only  by  adorning  the  backs  of  all 
our  $1  notes  made  since  1935  (a  paltry  few 
billion  pieces  or  so)  and  thus  should  be  quite 
familiar  to  us  all... 


LAMPLIGHTER'S  DEP'T...0ne  of  our  best 
features,  but  one  of  the  least  publicized,  is 
that  which  presents  book  reviews  of  some  of 
the  latest  and  best  in  numismatic  literature. 

At  times  we  bring  in  guest  reviewers  for  special 
subjects,  and  from  the  comments  received  so  far, 
this  appears  to  be  a  well  read  part  of  the 
Journal .  We're  justly  proud  of  our  new  book, 
"Let's  Collect  Coins,"  by  Managing  Editor  K.  E. 
BRESSETT,  and  you  can  read  all  about  it  in  this 
month's  Light  From  Many  Lamps  section... 

Well  rounded  this  month,  the  Journal  brings 
you  highlights  of  lasting  numismatic  interest 
once  again.  In  North  Of  The  Border,  BOB  WILLEY 
gives  us  a  real  insight  into  some  Canadian 
tokens  commonly  seen  but  little  understood, 
in  a  truly  revealing  and  worthwhile  fashion. 
Going  South  Of  The  Border,  we  find  RICHARD  LONG 
at  it  again  with  illuminations  on  both  rare 
and  common  types  in  the  popular  10  Centavo 
series.  Continuing  still  farther  into  Numis- 
matica  Mexicana,  we  find  MORT  SHAFER  once  again 
showing  us  what  makes  the  collecting  of  paper 
money  a  very  fascinating  and  rewarding  part 
of  the  hobby. . .Sterling  Commentary,  by  K.  E. 
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BRESSETT,  presents  a  detailed,  illustrated 
variety  study  of  the  Victorian  sixpence  series. 
Some  of  this  information  is  so  new  that  it 
does  not  even  appear  in  the  latest  edition  of 
his  English  Guide  Book  now  being  released. 

The  Journal  also  welcomes  back  the  irascible 
HORACE  BULL  in  an  Uneasy  Lies  The  Head  version 
of  the  coins  made  by  the  sons  of  Cnut .  All 
this  and  other  regular  features  too... 

WELCOME  TRAVELERS ...  Continuing  his  Israel 
discourse,  Editor-in-Chief  R.  S.  YEOMAN 
describes  a  very  beautiful  part  of  his  visit 
which  encompasses  Haifa  and  Acre,  and  BOB 
OBOJSKI’s  European  sojourn  ends  in  Norway  as 
he  describes  the  National  Numismatic  Collection 
at  Oslo.  Other  travelers  who  returned  from 
the  June  C.O.I.N.  show  in  Los  Angeles  report 
that  the  CRAIG  "Coins  of  the  World"  book  has 
met  with  an  enthusiastic  acceptance  and  is  sure 
to  have  a  profound  influence  on  the  collecting 
of  foreign  coins  in  this  country. 

We  sincerely  hope  so... 


Service . . 


•  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 


We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  West  H.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005) :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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COIN -MEDALS 
OF  HISTORICAL 
CITIES  in  ISRAEL 


Prices: 

Bronze  Medal:  $4  (each) 
Silver  Medal :  $  14 

(mailing  included) 

Diameter  —  45  mm 


On  each  of  these  nine  State  Medals  there  appears  the  replica 
of  a  carefully  chosen  ancient  coin  connected  with  the  city  it  names, 
coupled  with — on  the  other  side  — a  stylised  design  of  the  site  as 
you  see  it  now, 

A  special  album  has  been  designed  to  contain  the  series.  It  is 
accompanied  by  a  richly  illustrated  booklet  with  historical  and  numis¬ 
matic  details.  Price:  $7.80 

ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COINS 
AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION 

1  1  Keren  Hayesod  St.,  Jerusalem,  Israel 
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Numismatic  Terms  of  Spain  and  Spanish  America ,  by  Gary  Heals,  8226 
Dorchester  Street,  Spring  Valley,  California,  1966.  1000  numbered 
copies,  88  pages,  illustrated,  soft  cover  $2.50,  bard  cover  $5.00. 

Rapidly  increasing  interest  in  the  field  of  Latin  American  numismat¬ 
ics  should  insure  the  success  of  this  excellent  book.  Serious  collectors  of 
Spanish  and  Latin  American  coins  are  still  forced  to  rely  heavily  on 
Spanish  language  references  and  will  find  this  little  volume  indis¬ 
pensable  in  explaining  most  numismatic  and  monetary  expressions. 

The  largest  section  of  the  book  is  an  alphabetical  listing  of  Spanish 
words  for  monetary  and  coinage  terms,  coin  denominations,  names  and 
nicknames,  and  other  terms  relating  to  Spanish  coins  and  numismatics. 
This  is  followed  by  a  section  of  English  expressions  which  refer  to 
Spanish  and  Spanish-American  coins.  The  appendix  contains  helpful 
charts  of  Spanish  rulers,  Spanish  and  Latin  American  mints,  original 
monetary  values  of  obsolete  coins,  coinage  medals,  titles  of  mint  per¬ 
sonnel  and  coin  grading. 

The  book’s  only  major  flaw  is  its  large  number  of  typographical 
errors.  The  presence  of  misspelled  words  and  the  omission  of  many 
diacritical  marks  tend  to  undermine  the  reader’s  confidence  in  the 
book  as  a  whole.  A  recently  released  errata  sheet  should  help  to  ease 
such  misgivings,  although  it  is  hoped  that  a  second  printing  will 
eventually  permit  more  of  the  many  minor  corrections  needed. 

Although  the  author  acknowledges  that  his  book  is  neither  flawless 
nor  complete,  he  has  produced  an  excellent,  usable  reference.  Any 
collector  of  Spanish  language  coinage  should  welcome  it  con  los  brazos 
abiertos.  H.W. 


Feisel’ s  Catalogue  of  Parking  Tokens  of  the  W  orld ,  by  Duane  H.  Feisel, 
American  Vecturist  Association,  Boston,  1966.  Hard  binding,  142  pages, 
illustrated,  $4.50  ($8.50  to  A.V.A.  members). 

Since  its  establishment  almost  twenty  years  ago,  the  American  Vec¬ 
turist  Association  has  made  great  strides  forward  in  the  assembling 
and  cataloging  of  information  regarding  transportation  tokens,  both 
U.S.  and  foreign.  The  A.V.A.  has  published  a  remarkable  catalog 
which  covers  all  known  issues  of  the  United  States,  Canada  and  United 
States’  possessions. 

The  latest  A.V.A.  sponsored  work  is  the  present  volume  which 
catalogs  and  lists  all  known  parking  tokens  of  the  world.  The  author, 
Mr.  Feisel,  is  to  be  congratulated  for  assembling  a  wealth  of  in¬ 
formation  on  this  relatively  new  but  important  transportation  series. 
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The  book  itself  is  very  easy  to  use,  as  it  is  set  up  in  much  the  same 
way  as  the  transportation  token  catalog.  There  are  complete  explana¬ 
tory  notes  in  the  front  which  give  certain  definitions,  illustrate  vari¬ 
eties,  and  describe  the  methods  used  for  definitive  numbering.  Listings 
proceed  alphabetically  through  the  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
followed  by  unidentified  pieces  and  manufacturers’  samples.  The  list¬ 
ings  finish  with  Canadian  and  other  foreign  tokens.  This  last  section 
is  at  the  present  time  a  very  small  part  of  the  catalog,  but  it  is 
expected  to  grow  in  importance  as  more  items  are  reported.  The  last 
few  pages  of  the  book  contain  an  index  of  obverse  descriptions  of 
those  tokens  which  do  not  carry  complete  information  on  the  locations 
in  which  they  were  used. 

A  significant  deviation  from  the  transportation  token  catalog  is 
that  illustrations  appear  along  with  their  respective  listings,  a  practice 
much  more  desirable  than  grouping  all  plates  at  the  end.  A  higher 
overall  quality  in  the  illustrations  should  be  an  aim  of  future  editions. 
All  in  all,  however,  this  catalog  is  a  comprehensive  and  authoritative 
book  that  will  be  heartily  welcomed  as  an  indispensable  reference  to 
this  series.  N.S. 


Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  America ,  by  Kenneth  Scott,  Oxford  Uni¬ 
versity  Press,  Inc.,  Fair  Lawn,  N.J.,  1957.  Hard  Cover,  283  pages,  illus¬ 
trated,  $5.00. 

Although  this  book  was  published  nine  years  ago,  its  substance  is 
such  that  it  can  never  grow  old.  It  is  filled  with  fascinating  adventures, 
true  stories  of  real  people  who  lived  long  ago. 

Starting  with  the  days  when  Indians  counterfeited  wampum  by 
dyeing  the  lower  valued  white  beads  made  of  periwinkle  shell  to  the 
blue  of  the  quahog  shell,  the  book  continues  on  to  the  American 
Revolution  when  the  British  and  the  Tories  counterfeited  colonial 
currency  to  depreciate  its  value  and  to  encumber  the  economy  of  the 
thirteen  colonies. 

The  author  writes  about  many  colorful  characters  and  rogues,  in¬ 
cluding  women,  who  engaged  in  counterfeiting  the  currency  of  the 
early  eighteenth  century  even  though  the  penalty  for  this  was  ex¬ 
tremely  severe,  ranging  from  fines,  prison  sentences,  being  pulled 
about  in  a  cart  for  all  to  see,  sitting  in  stocks,  standing  on  pillories 
for  public  ridicule,  flogging,  having  the  ears  clipped  or  cut  off  entirely 
to  death  by  hanging. 

Nonetheless,  counterfeiting  flourished,  with  some  of  the  offenders 
being  arrested  several  different  times.  In  many  cases,  however,  the 
author  explains,  conviction  was  extremely  difficult  and  even  arrest 
was  at  times  almost  impossible.  The  offenders  were  hidden  away  by 
friends  or  relatives  and,  to  many  people,  counterfeiting  was  not  really 
a  serious  crime. 

The  author  is  described  on  the  jacket  of  the  book  as  a  professor 
of  modern  languages  at  Wagner  College,  Staten  Island.  He  is  the 
author  of  Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  New  York  and  Counterfeiting  in 
Colonial  Pennsylvania ,  both  having  been  published  by  the  American 
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Numismatic  Society.  He  has  contributed  many  articles  to  historical 
publications  and  other  periodicals. 

Before  writing  this  book,  Mr.  Scott  obviously  had  to  do  a  tremendous 
amount  of  careful  research.  He  not  only  gives  the  names  of  many 
counterfeiters  and  gangs,  but  he  also  gives  the  actual  dates  and,  in 
some  cases,  even  the  time  of  day  or  night  when  certain  events  took 
place. 

Counterfeiting  in  Colonial  America  should  be  read  by  all  numis¬ 
matists  and  students  of  the  history  of  that  era. 

Fay  C.  Smith 


Let's  Collect  Coins ,  by  Kenneth  Bressett,  Whitman  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  1966.  Card  cover,  64  pages,  illustrated,  50^. 

This  attractive  booklet  is  the  newest  in  a  long  line  of  numismatic 
literature  from  Whitman  Publishing  Company.  Designed  for  the 
beginning  collector,  it  contains  all  of  the  information  a  novice  should 
have  when  starting  a  collection,  as  well  as  a  good  measure  of  handy 
facts  that  every  collector  can  use. 

Bressett’s  work  goes  far  beyond  the  usual  basic  introduction  found 
in  primers  o£tthis  sort.  It  gives  not  only  a  complete  history  of  coin 
collecting  and  all  of  the  many  joys  and  benefits  derived  therefrom,  but 
also  includes  a  concise  catalog  of  premium  coin  values.  The  book  is 
fully  illustrated,  with  pictures  of  coins  from  ancient  to  modern  times, 
including  all  of  the  major  types  of  United  States  coins,  as  well  as  a 
graphic  display  of  coin  holders  and  items  of  interest  to  collectors. 

Essentially,  an  attempt  is  made  to  answer  all  of  the  questions  that 
a  new  collector  might  ask,  and  the  author  has  certainly  done  a  cred¬ 
itable  job  of  covering  the  subject  in  a  thorough  and  understandable 
manner. 

The  book’s  64  pages  are  divided  into  several  easy-to-read  chapters, 
each  containing  important  information  about  the  whys  and  wherefores 
of  coin  collecting.  These  include  A  Fascinating  Hobby,  New  Worlds  of 
Knowledge,  Getting  Started,  Coin  Production,  Buying  and  Selling, 
Cleaning  and  Condition,  Coin  Preservation,  Frequently  Used  Terms, 
Special  Varieties  and  Coin  Values.  Bound  in  a  colorful  stiff  paper 
cover,  the  book  is  a  remarkable  value  for  only  50 R.S.Y. 
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ADVERTISING  RATES 


1  TIME 

6  TIMES 

12  TIMES 

Full  Page  . 

. $75.00 . 

. $71.25... 

. $67.50 

Covers — Front  and  Back  (Inside)  .. 

.  86.25 . 

.  81.94... 

.  77.63 

Half  Page  . 

.  38.00 . 

.  36.10... 

.  34.20 

Quarter  Page  . 

.  20.00 . 

.  19.00... 

.  18.00 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 

Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 

Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 


Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 


tlicliG/id  PicJz&i 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  123 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
— 
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United  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  PERSPECTIVE 
AND  A  MIXTURE  OF  STAMPS 


Ordinarily,  this  column  is  reserved  for  numismatics  of  the  United 
States,  but  we  are  going  to  claim  a  little  editorial  privilege  and  look 
beyond  our  immediate  confines  for  some  of  our  subject  matter  this 
month. 

During  the  past  several  weeks  we  have  indulged  in  more  visiting 
with  dealers,  collectors  and  publishers  from  other  countries  than  for 
any  previous  like  period.  At  times  we  have  joined  gatherings  of  our 
own  citizens,  many  of  whom  are  world-coin  minded.  It’s  been  a  period 
of  international  interest  and  experience,  and  we  are  all  “stimulated 
up”  in  a  manner  of  speaking. 

Actually  any  coin  show  lately  will  have  a  smattering  of  coins  and 
specialists  of,  say,  Canada  or  Mexico.  The  A.N.A.  Convention  in 
August  surely  will  have,  among  its  bourse  dealers,  representatives 
from  overseas.  The  truly  international  numismatic  group,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  association  of  highest  standing  among  professional  buyers 
and  sellers  of  coins  and  kindred  items,  is  the  I.A.P.N.  (International 
Association  of  Professional  Numismatists),  which  met  this  year  in 
New  York  City. 

This  writer  was  invited  to  attend  several  of  their  social  functions 
during  the  period  from  May  16  to  19.  The  business  meetings  were 
for  members  only  and  there  was  no  bourse  or  auction  or  educational 
program  as  a  collectors’  convention  would  have  it.  This  procedure  is 
proper  and  efficient  for  those  top  world  numismatists  who  assemble 
each  year  in  a  different  country.  Between  sessions  American  special¬ 
ists,  curators  and  editors  intercept  these  prominent  world  figures  and 
become  acquainted  in  lounges,  bistros  and  restaurants  and  create 
what  hopefully  becomes  lifetime  personal  or  professional  friendships. 
The  agenda  of  the  conference  is  thus  a  series  of  closed  fraternal  ses¬ 
sions  devoted  to  the  problems  and  progress  of  its  members.  The  great¬ 
est  value,  we  suspect,  is  the  series  of  recesses  during  noontime  and 
evening  when  contacts  with  non-members  are  pursued. 

Benefits  to  us  were  two-fold.  We  had  happy  reunions  with  dozens 
of  member  £nd  non-member  American  numismatic  friends  during  the 
quiet  mornings  and  afternoons  in  the  Barbizon  Plaza  lobby.  When 
members  would  come  out  of  their  meeting,  we  joined  in  the  mix  of 
international  personalities  as  best  we  could.  Among  new  friends  en¬ 
countered  in  this  happy,  haphazard  manner  were  Jacques  Schulman  of 
Amsterdam,  Ernesto  Santamaria  of  Rome,  Mr.  X.  Calico  of  Barcelona, 
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Dr.  Leo  Mildenberg  of  Zurich,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Gluck  of  Stock¬ 
holm,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnd  of  Frankfort  and  others.  All  are  well  known 
in  world  numismatics.  A  post-conference  meeting  was  concerned  with 
counterfeiting  of  United  States  gold  coins  in  foreign  countries.  If 
there  were  no  other  sessions,  this  alone  would  have  justified  the  whole 
conference.  The  American  numismatist  is  harassed  enough  these  days 
without  this  type  of  vulture  picking  at  us. 

A  regulation  passed  by  the  I.A.P.N.  was  that  dealing  with  “fantasy 
coins.”  Controversy  about  authorized  coins  has  plagued  us  ever  since 
the  first  edition  of  our  Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins.  We  would  like 
very  much  to  see  what  rulings  are  passed  by  the  special  committee 
who  will  examine  such  items  struck  prior  to  May  18,  1966.  This  has 
long  been  an  area  of  vagueness  in  world  numismatics. 

Before  leaving  this  brief  report,  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  planning  next  year’s  conference  in  Stockholm,  and  all  future 
gatherings  of  this  group,  that  they  continue  the  practice  of  inviting 
others  who  are  not  members  of  the  association.  But  please,  gentlemen, 
provide  an  anteroom  of  some  sort  for  the  non-members  to  sit  down  and 
chat  with  one  another  during  your  closed  meetings.  A  small,  publicly 
exposed  hotel  lobby  thirty  or  so  floors  away  is  hardly  a  hospitable 
arrangement  for  your  guests. 

The  benefit  to  the  American  collector  who  visits  this  conference  is 
one  of  perspective.  Our  numismatic  well-being  is  tied  up  with  that  of 
the  entire  world.  We  have  long  been  the  beneficiaries  of  old-world 
numismatics  and  the  historical  personalities,  places  and  events  which 
it  reflects.  These  elements  were  in  being  long  before  American  collect¬ 
ing  achieved  its  present  status.  In  the  years  ahead  our  part  in  the 
world  pattern  will  become  even  more  sharply  defined,  we  are  sure. 

Now,  readers,  you’re  going  to  feel  still  further  afield  when  we  re¬ 
port  on  the  SIPEX  show  in  Washington,  D.C.,  which  was  held  at 
the  Shoreham  Hotel  May  21  to  30.  In  case  you’re  not  involved  with 
stamp  collecting,  we’ll  explain  that  it  was  the  sixth  international 
stamp  exhibition  (SIPEX),  held  in  the  United  States.  There  is  one 
every  year  somewhere  in  the  world.  It  will  be  held  in  Amsterdam 
in  1967  (probably  APEX?).  We  will  not  have  space  here  to  go  into 
a  lengthy  and  perhaps  boring  description  of  this  mammoth  event.  How¬ 
ever,  it  might  be  interesting  to  cite  some  contrasts  between  large 
numismatic  and  philatelic  shows  or  conventions.  Let  us  state,  too,  that 
we  at  Whitman  had  a  special  mission  at  this  affair.  We  are  reentering 
the  stamp  hobby  field  with  a  full  line  of  albums  and  accessories  and 
displayed  them  for  all  to  see  at  this  show.  It  was  an  enormously 
encouraging  experience,  we  might  add. 

Here  we  met  some  overseas  holdovers  from  the  New  York  Inter¬ 
national  Professional  Conference,  including  Mr.  Oka  from  Japan, 
John  Gartner  of  Melbourne,  Australia,  and  others,  so  we  mixed  numis¬ 
matics  with  our  revived  philately  now  and  then.  Of  course,  many  of 
our  American  customers  were  there  who  handle  both  coin  and  stamp 
collectors’  supplies.  Collector  friends,  too,  came  in  to  say  “hello!”  We 
enjoyed  seeing  them  all. 

Here  are  a  few  observations :  Stamp  people  emphasize  the  exhibition 
or  display  features  of  their  shows.  The  bourse  seems  to  claim  less 
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floor  space.  This  may  be  brought  about  by  the  large,  nearly-vertical- 
frame  method  of  display  necessary  in  this  hobby.  Aisles  are  wide,  we 
observed,  but  lighting  is  a  problem  in  these  exhibitions  to  as  great  a 
degree  as  that  of  numismatic  shows.  The  judges  (known  as  “the 
jury”)  have  real  status  and  wear  badges  prominently  attesting  to  this 
distinguished  fact.  Numismatic  judges  generally  (at  least  in  our 
country)  prefer  anonymity  and  sneak  around  the  displays  trying  to 
hide  their  purpose  by  being  inconspicuous  and  nonchalant  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  task.  Our  own  wish  has  been  to  serve  as  a  judge 
without  identification.  This  is  probably  a  manifestation  of  profes¬ 
sional  cowardice,  based  on  a  dislike  to  be  pointed  out  by  the  losers  as 
a  narrow-minded,  prejudiced  pseudo-authority.  We  always  are  aware 
that  there  are  likely  to  be  more  losers  than  winners. 

The  stamp  bourse,  in  the  international  show  at  least,  is  full  of 
manufacturers,  publishers  and  wholesalers.  Coin  shows  appeal  to  the 
collector  almost  exclusively  and  appear  to  be  less  of  a  “trade”  exposi¬ 
tion.  It  would  be  more  realistic  and  fair  to  compare  the  Washington 
SIPEX  show  to  the  International  show  in  Los  Angeles,  held  June  17 
to  20,  rather  than  to  the  I.A.P.N.  in  New  York.  After  all,  the  Los 
Angeles  show  is  an  “open”  affair  and  is  held  on  the  collector-dealer 
level,  as  is  the  'international  stamp  exhibition  to  a  large  extent.  We 
got  the  impression  that  stamps  change  hands  in  the  thousand  units 
and  individual  collections  contain  great  quantities  of  stamps,  greater 
by  far  than  a  typical  sizable  coin  collection.  Rarities  in  either  stamps 
or  coins  are  at  about  the  same  level  of  value,  we  noted.  Common 
stamps,  however,  are  understandably  much  more  prevalent  and  lower 
in  cost  than  coins. 

A  casual  observation  reveals  to  this  reporter  that  an  exhibition  of 
stamps  or  postal  covers  going  back  in  time  more  than  150  years  is 
extraordinary,  and  that  preservation  of  “ancient”  postal  rarities  is 
of  prime  concern  to  the  specialist  in  this  field.  The  scope  of  history 
of  stamps  and  covers  is  apt  to  be  relatively  modern. 

Stamps  themselves  commemorate  a  wide  variety  of  people,  places 
and  events.  In  numismatics  a  coin  may  be  contemporary  with  a  great 
event,  and  years  later  another  coin  can  memorialize  the  incident.  The 
gold  excellente  piece  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  of  Spain  issued  start¬ 
ing  1492,  when  Columbus  sailed  toward  the  new  world,  is  typical.  The 
Columbian  Exposition-Isabella  quarter  of  1893  is  the  commemorative 
counterpart  coin.  This  is  an  extra  dimension  enjoyed  by  the  numisma¬ 
tist  and  only  rarely  available  to  the  philatelist.  True,  the  stamp  col¬ 
lector  has  the  opportunity  to  own  the  rare  old  postal  covers  but  not 
always  the  means  to  acquire  them.  This  is  perhaps  why  stamp  shows 
seem  to  feature  exhibitions  of  these  early  postal  items,  probably  be 
cause  they  are  considered  museum-level  and  not  often  seen. 

The  philatelist,  fortunately,  has  a  benevolent,  cabinet-level  depart¬ 
ment  in  our  government  which  is  a  happy  marriage  of  collector  and 
postal  authority.  The  placing  of  a  post  office  branch  in  important 
shows  for  mailing  first-day  covers  to  which  are  affixed  special  com¬ 
memorative  stamps  or  “miniature  sheets”  is  evidence  enough  of  the 
post  office  attitude  of  friendliness  and  cooperation.  The  profit  to  the 
government  is  well  worth  the  expense  of  the  venture.  Patronage  in 
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the  form  of  long  lines  of  eager  buyers  makes  this  apparent  to  all. 
Would  that  our  government’s  monetary  people  might  come  a  little 
closer  than  they  do  to  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  coin  collector. 

The  security  at  SIPEX  seemed  to  concentrate  at  hall  entrances,  but 
plain-clothes  guards  were  surely  on  the  floor.  The  sellers  had  rented 
safes  for  safe  keeping  of  stock  and  all  books  of  stamps  were  placed 
out  of  sight  at  closing  time.  In  the  coin  shows  moving  of  stock  is  some¬ 
what  more  of  a  problem  and  a  covering  sheet  over  the  table  does  the 
trick.  Robbers,  by  the  way,  play  no  favorites.  There  was  the  familiar 
report  of  robbery  loss  at  SIPEX,  which  is  always  a  sad,  discouraging 
commentary  on  our  times.  As  in  the  coin  segment,  such  burglaries 
are  usually  outside  the  halls  and  occur  in  unprotected  places  such  as 
hotel  rooms  or  automobiles  carrying  the  valuable  items. 

We  hope  our  comparisons  and  contrasts  of  these  two  great  hobbies 
are  not  taken  as  controversial.  In  reality  the  two  groups  are  so  closely 
allied  that  it  is  a  little  difficult  to  point  out  any  important  differences. 
No  other  two  hobby  segments  in  America  can  enjoy  such  kinship. 
We  can  learn  from  each  other.  Those  of  us  who  participate  in  both 
are  doubly  fortunate. 


Journal  Back  Issues 

Packed  in  Library  Case 

Vol.  I,  1964-$4.50 
Vol.  II,  1965-54.00 

- mail  remittance  to - 

Whitman  Numismatic  Journal 

1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  coordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  cooperation. 


BAHRAIN 

Tentative 
Catalog  No. 


Tentative 
Value  (Unc.) 


1  1  Fils  Bronze  1965  . 10 

As  this  coin  apparently  was  not  released  with  the  higher  de¬ 
nominations,  the  coins  have  been  renumbered  as  follows: 

2  5  Fils  Bronze  1965  . 15 

3  10  Fils  Bronze  1965  . 30 

4  25  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1965  . 50 

5  50  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1965  .  1.00 

6  100  Fils  Copper-Nickel  1965  .  2.00 

Specimen  courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 


BOLIVIA 


95  5  Centavos  Copper-clad  Steel  1965 . 10 

Obverse:  Arms  in  center,  10  stars  below,  legend  above:  RE- 
PUBLICA  DE  BOLIVIA.  Reverse:  Numeral  5  in  center,  value 
above,  written  out:  CINCO  CENTAVOS,  date  between  branches 


on  the  bottom.  Plain  edge. 

96  10  Centavos  Copper-clad  Steel  1965 . 15 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 
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New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
.  ...  no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra -thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tighi  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


BOX  OF  100  HOLDERS 


100  FOR 


FREE 

COIN  STORAGE 
BOX  INCLUDED 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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97  20  Centavos  Nickel-clad  Steel  1965  . 20 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value.  Plain  edge. 

98  50  Centavos  Nickel-clad  Steel  1965  . 40 

Similar  to  above  except  for  size  and  value. 


Courtesy  Lauren  Benson,  Jack  Friedberg  of  Gimbels  Coin  Dept. 


DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 
Republic  Centenary  Commemorative 


27  Half  Peso  Silver  1963  .  2.00 

Obverse:  Liberty  head  to  left,  date  below.  Value  at  left:  MEDIO 
PESO,  weight  at  right:  1214  GRAMOS.  Reverse:  Arms  in  center, 
dates  below:  1863-1963.  Legend  all  around:  Ier  CENTENARIO 
DE  LA  RESTAURACION  DE  LA  REPUBLICA.  Reeded  edge. 
This  coin  is  believed  to  have  been  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in 
London,  and  released  only  recently.  Courtesy  Almanzar’s  Coins 
of  the  World. 


GERMANY— Additional  Credit 

In  addition  to  those  who  submitted  information  for  the  Johann  Fichte 
commemorative  listed  in  the  June  issue,  credit  should  also  go  to  Mr. 
Helmut  Zietzsch  of  Germany. 


IRELAND 

1916  Uprising  Commemorative 

17  10  Shillings  Silver  1966  .  3.00 

Obverse:  Bust  to  right  of  Padraig  H.  Pearse,  leader  of  the  revolt, 
EIRE  at  left,  date  at  right.  Reverse:  Sculpture  of  Cu  Chulainn 
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English  Large  Pennies 

Unpicked  from  vending  machines  in  England.  All  types 
from  Victoria  to  Elizabeth.  Condition  Good  to  AU. 


LARGE  PENNIES 
HALF  PENNIES  . 


Freight 

Postpaid  Col. 

100  Coins  1000  Coins 

..  $3.79  $25.99 

..  $3.49  $24.99 


BR.  UNC.  U.S.  MINT  SETS  FOR  SALE.  They  are  packaged  at  no  extra  cost  in  your 
choice  of  Snap  Lok  plastic  holders  or  heat  sealed  in  proof  type  pouches.  Number 
of  coins  in  each  set  in  (  ). 


1  Set 

lO  Sets 

1  Set 

10  Sets 

1 

Set  10  Sets 

1952 

PDS 

(15)... 

...25.95 

250.00 

1958 

PD 

(10) . 

.  0.79 

85.00 

1964 

PD  (10) . 

3.10 

29  00 

1953 

PDS 

(15)... 

.  .26.50 

250.00 

1959 

PD 

(10) . 

.  5.39 

52.00 

1965 

(5)  . 

I.C9 

17.50 

1954 

PDS 

(15)... 

12.50 

1 15.00 

I960 

PD 

(10) . 

.  4.99 

47.00 

1955 

PDS 

(15).. 

...20.95 

199.00 

1961 

PD 

(10) . 

.  4.49 

41.00 

CANADIAN 

SETS 

1956 

PD 

(9) . 

...  6.25 

59.00 

1962 

PD 

(10).  ... 

.  4.15 

41.00 

1963 

(6)  . 

3.40 

31.50 

1957 

PD 

(10)... 

...  5.59 

54.00 

1963 

PD 

(10) . 

.  3.10 

29.50 

1964 

(6)  . 

3.15 

29.50 

1965  AUSTRIAN  PROOF  SETS.  The  7  pc.  proof  set  contains  the  silver  10  and  5 
Schillings  as  well  as  the  1  Schilling,  50,  10,  5  and  2  Groschen  pieces  heat  sealed 
in  a  plastic  proof  set  type  pouch.  Mintage  about  84,000  sets.  Austrian  mint  charges 
about  $1.35  for  sets  similarly  packed.  Retail  $2.00.  Terrific  special:  $1.25  per  set. 
10  sets  $10.95. 


1943-PDS  STEEL  CENT  SETS 


5  Sets  For  . $4.95 

10  Sets  For  .  9.50 


Yes,  the  free  50c  holder  comes 
with  each  and  every  set! 


Over  the  years,  we  have  sold  many  Unc. 
rolls  and  sets  of  BU  steel  cents.  Many  of 
the  cents,  although  Uncirculated,  were 
tarnished.  We  have  recently  had  these 
cents  reprocessed  so  that  they  look  as 
good  as  before.  We  now  offer  our  Un¬ 
circulated  set,  reprocessed  to  a  nice  bril¬ 
liance,  at  these  bargain  prices.  Each  set 
comes,  as  pictured,  in  the  silver  lettered 
50tf  Plastic  holder!  Guaranteed  Uncircu¬ 
lated  before  processing. 


Our  Price 


$1.10 


Per  Set 


(as  pictured,  including  holder) 


Plea:e  add  25<f.  handling  on  orders  under  $5  only.  Olherwise  everything  is  postpaid 
and  insured  to  you  except  for  lots  of  1000  English. 


GERALD  ZAID 

P.O.  Box  3483  Dept.  W 


(A.N.A.) 

Philadelphia  22,  Penna. 
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in  Dublin  General  Post  Office,  value  DEIC  SCILLING  left  and 
right.  Incuse  edge  inscription  EIRI  AMACH  NA  CASCA  1916 
(Easter  Uprising  1916).  Designed  by  T.  Humphrey  Paget,  2,000,- 
000  were  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London.  This  is  the  first 
time  an  Irish  Commemorative  coin  has  been  issued. 

Courtesy  E.  Thomas  Murray  of  Dublin. 


LIBERIA 

Aluminum  is  soon  to  be  introduced  into  Liberian  coinage  for  5,  10 
and  25  cent  pieces.  Also  to  be  issued  is  Liberian  paper  money  to  replace 
U.S.  currency  now  circulating.  This  last  is  to  occur  within  five  years. 
More  details  will  follow  as  they  become  available. 

MEXICO 

Three  commemorative  coins  will  be  released  by  Mexico  to  mark  the 
1968  Olympics.  Denominations  reportedly  will  be  20  centavos,  1  peso 
and  10  pesos. 


NEPAL 


A50  2  Paisa  Brass  2011  (1954)  . 35 

This  is  a  newly  discovered  type  for  ruler  Trivhuvana  Vira 
Vikrama;  courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 


PANAMA 

14a  Quarter  Balboa  Copper-Nickel  clad  Copper  1966  . 40 

Obverse:  Bust  of  Balboa  to  left  between  wreath.  Value  written 
out  around  upper  half:  UN  CVARTO  DE  BALBOA.  Reverse: 
Arms,  date  below  between  wreath.  Legend  above:  REPUBLICA 
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COINS  of  MEXICO 


H 

T1 

1911 

BU  . 

...$ 

5.00 

200 

T5 

1946 

BU 

. $ 

2.50 

T2 

1915 

XF  12.00,  AU  . 

15.00 

500 

T2 

1919 

AU  .. 

5.00 

T3 

1939 

BU  . . 

1.00 

T3 

1943, 

1944, 

or 

1945 

BU 

.75 

20 

T2 

1915 

VF  4.00,  XF 

5.00 

T4 

1935 

BU 

1.00 

T3 

1941 

BU  . 

3.50 

T5 

1950 

BU  . 

1.00 

H 

T2 

1935 

XF 

1.00 

$1 

T6 

1957 

BU 

7.50 

T3 

1936 

cr  1937  XF  .... 

1.00 

$5 

T1 

1948 

BU  . 

1.75 

T4 

1944 

or  1945  BU 

.50 

T2 

1950 

BU  .... 

12.50 

T5 

1950 

XF  1.00,  BU  ... 

3.50 

T3 

1953 

BU  .... 

2.25 

100 

T2 

1919 

VF  6.50,  XF 

8.50 

T4 

1951, 

1952, 

or 

1953 

BU 

1.25 

T4 

1933 

BU  . 

1.00 

T5 

1955, 

1956, 

cr 

1957 

BU 

1.25 

T5 

1946 

BU  . 

1.00 

T6 

1957 

BU  .... 

5.00 

200 

T1 

1906 

or  1907  VF  . 

1.00 

T7 

1959 

BU  .... 

2.00 

200 

T2 

1919 

VF  25.00,  XF  ... 

35.00 

$10 

T1 

1956 

BU 

2.00 

T3 

1935 

XF  . 

4.00 

T2 

1957 

BU  .... 

15.00 

T4 

1941, 

1942,  or  1943 

BU 

.50 

T3 

1960 

BU 

2.25 

CURRENCY  of  MEXICO 

All  the  bills  listed  below  are  in  sharp  Crisp  Uncirculated  condition. 

Reference  numbers  are  from  Gaytan:  Billetes  de  Mexico  (1965) . $  5.00 


CHIH 

-53 

$5 

EL  BANCO  DEL  ESTADO  DE  CHIHUAHUA  Miners  . 

.  1.00 

54 

$10 

EL  BANCO  DEL  ESTADO  DE  CHIHUAHUA  Rancher  . 

.  2.00 

COAH 

-66 

$1 

GOB  CONST  DE  MEX,  1913,  1st  bill  of  Revolution  . 

.  1.25 

DF 

-51 

$1 

EL  BANCO  DE  MEXICO  Large  Aztec  calendar  . 

. 25 

EdMex 

-32 

500 

GOB  CONV  DE  MEX,  1915  Balance  scale  500  coin  . 

. 50 

HGO 

-  1 

$1 

EL  BANCO  DE  HIDALGO  Miners  . 

. 50 

3 

$10 

EL  BANCO  DE  HIDALGO  Mining  scenes  . 

.  2.00 

MICH 

-93 

$1 

CIA  MIN  "LAS  DOS  ESTRELLAS"  2  Stars  Mng.  Co . 

. 50 

OAX 

-35 

$20 

TES  GEN  EDO  DE  OAXACA  Printed  on  cloth . 

4.00 

PUE 

-  1 

$1 

EL  BANCO  ORIENTAL  DE  MEXICO  Pretty  bill  . 

.  1.00 

SON 

-39 

$5 

EL  ESTADO  DE  SONORA,  1915  Madero,  Suarez  . 

.....  3.00 

40 

$10 

EL  ESTADO  DE  SONORA,  1915  Madero,  Suarez  . 

.  4.00 

TAMS 

-  2 

$5 

EL  BANCO  DE  TAMAULIPAS  Little  girl  . 

. 50 

6 

$100 

EL  BANCO  DE  TAMAULIPAS  Ocean  liner  RARE  . 

.  15.00 

SPECIAL  Ten  different  Crisp  Uncirculated  Mexican  banknotes  .  2.00 

Twenty  different  CU  Mexican  banknotes  .  5.00 

Write  for  our  large  free  monthly  list:  coins,  currency,  medals,  albums,  catalogs. 


Dealers:  Write  for  Special  Discount  List. 

Richard  Jl.  £ong 

COINS  AND  CURRENCY  OF  MEXICO 

P.O.  Box  14561  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70808 
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DE  PANAMA.  Reeded  edge.  Struck  at  the  U.S.  Assay  Office 
in  San  Francisco.  Courtesy  Lauren  Benson,  Max  Yas. 

SOUTH  VIETNAM 


8  10  Dong  Copper-Nickel  1964  . 50 

This  coin  was  cataloged  in  the  July  issue,  page  467,  and  is 
illustrated  here  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

Courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 


SWEDEN 

Parliament  Commemorative 


87  5  Kronor  Silver  1966  .  2.00 

Obverse:  Head  of  King  to  left,  date  below  1966.  Legend  around: 
GUS.TAF' VI  ADOLF  SVERIGES  KONUNG.  Reverse:  Legend 
and  date  on  a  square  tablet:  TILL  MINNE  AV  TVAKAMMAR 
RIKSDAGENS  TILLKOMST  1866.  Value  below,  laurel  branches 
on  each  side.  Wave  lines  around  the  edge.  This  coin  commemo¬ 
rates  the  centennial  of  the  introduction  of  the  two-chamber 
system  of  the  Swedish  Parliament.  Courtesy  Lennart  H.  Beims, 
Jack  Friedberg  of  Gimbels  Coin  Dept. 
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IF 

YOU  SELL 


Don  can  triple  your  volume! 

(Make  him  prove  it.) 


Don  Hirschhorn 
17-19  Sheer  Plaza 
Plainview,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

Don: 

Prove  it. 

Name _ 


Firm 


Address _ _ 

City. _ State _ Zip _ . 

i _ i 
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TANZANIA 

The  Government  of  Tanzania  will  shortly  issue  the  following  coins: 
5,  20  and  50  Cents  as  well  as  a  1  Shilling  piece.  Designs  and  metals 
will  be  announced  shortly.  (The  5  Cent  coin  was  illustrated  and 
cataloged  in  the  May  issue). 


THAILAND 

It  is  reported  that  a  1  Baht  coin  is  to  be  issued  in  December  in 
honor  of  the  5th  Asian  Games.  More  details  will  be  published  as  they 
become  known. 


YEMEN— Unofficial  Issue 


The  Churchill  item  shown  here  has  recently  been  made  available. 
As  some  question  has  been  raised  regarding  its  status,  inquiries  are 
being  made  as  to  whether  or  not  this  piece  does  in  fact  constitute  an 
authorized  issue  of  a  recognized  government.  Until  the  situation  is 
satisfactorily  clarified,  the  item  will  remain  uncataloged.  Illustration 
is  presented  for  the  interest  of  our  readers.  Specimen  courtesy  Joseph 
J.  Goldberg. 


ZAMBIA 

Zambia  is  slated  to  go  decimal  in  1968.  At  that  time  a  new  unit 
called  the  Kwacha  will  be  adopted,  and  it  will  be  divisible  by  100 
Ngwe’e.  The  Kwacha  will  equal  approximately  $1.40  U.S. 
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For  the  finest  personal  service  on  coin  and 
stamp  supplies  in  the  New  England  States,  call 
or  write — 

Maurice  A.  Storck  &  Sons 

P.O.  Box  644 
Portland,  Maine  04104 

FAST  —  RELIABLE  —  Featuring  the  complete 
Whitman  line  and  other  coin  and  stamp  sup¬ 
plies. 

Phone  207-774-7271 


if  it’s  absolutely  the  FINEST  coin  holder  made  .  .  . 


if  it’s  part  of  the  most  complete  line  available  .  .  . 


if  it's  IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  .  .  . 


and  backed  by  NATIONAL  advertising  .  .  . 
and  if  it’s  unconditionally  GUARANTEED  .  .  . 


CAPITAL  PLASTICS  INC.  •  3136  Dellwood  Ave.,  N.W. 


/CANTON  8,  OHIO 
44708 

GReenwood  7-2281 
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Norway’s  National  Numismatic  Collection  at  Oslo 
The  Dniversitetets  Myntkabinett 

By  Robert  Obojski 


In  this  feature  we’ll  report  on 
our  recent  visit  to  Norway’s 
National  Numismatic  Collection 
housed  in  the  Historical  Museum 
at  Frederiksgate  2  in  the  heart 
of  Oslo.  The  Historical  Museum 
and  its  several  collections  are 
maintained  by  the  University  of 
Oslo.  Official  name  in  Norwegian 
is  Universitetbts  Myntkabinett, 
Oslo. 

Last  month  the  Journal  ran 
our  story  on  Stockholm’s  Royal 
Mint  Cabinet  as  part  of  our  cov¬ 
erage  of  numismatics  in  Scandi¬ 
navia.  In  recent  years,  this  writer 
has  treated  at  length  the  Danish 
National  Numismatic  Collection 
at  Copenhagen  for  several  peri¬ 
odicals  and  this  summer  a  visit 
has  been  planned  to  Helsinki  for 
the  purpose  of  viewing  the  Fin¬ 
nish  National  Collection. 

It  is  clearly  apparent,  of 
course,  that  we’re  partial  to  Scan¬ 
dinavia  and  the  numismatics  of 
Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark  and 
Finland.  In  fact,  if  the  numisma¬ 
tist  also  made  an  associated  study 
of  Viking  coins,  he  would  find 
that  he  would  be  fully  occupied 
for  a  lifetime  with  the  moneys 
and  medals  of  this  segment  of  the 
world. 

The  University  of  Oslo’s  Na¬ 
tional  Numismatic  Collection  con¬ 
tains  nearly  200,000  specimens, 
including  the  best  assemblage  of 
Norwegian  material  anywhere, 
and  an  array  of  coins,  medals, 
orders,  decorations  and  miscel¬ 


laneous  numismatic  items  from 
all  countries  and  historic  periods. 

Like  the  Royal  Cabinet  at 
Stockholm,  the  Oslo  Collection  is 
more  than  a  mere  repository  for 
historic  coins.  The  Oslo  Mynt¬ 
kabinett  is  administered  by  schol¬ 
ars  and  professionals  who  are  se¬ 
riously  concerned  with  widening 
the  scope  of  numismatic  knowl¬ 
edge.  Carsten  Svarstad  is  curator 
(or  chief  Conservateur)  and  his 
chief  assistant  is  Kolbjorn 
Skaare,  a  specialist  in  medieval 
numismatics. 

Professor  Svarstad  is  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  world’s  top 
authorities  on  all  phases  of  Scan¬ 
dinavian  numismatics  and  has  re¬ 
cently  published  a  small  book 
entitled  Moderne  Svensk  Medal- 
jekunst  (Modern  Swedish  Medal¬ 
ists).  Professors  Svarstad  and 
Skaare  were  most  gracious  in  an¬ 
swering  this  author’s  many  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  Oslo  Museum. 
Miss  Ola  Saether,  a  charming 
research  assistant,  was  also  help¬ 
ful  in  furnishing  a  number  of 
photos  and  publications  which 
proved  to  be  quite  useful  in  the 
compilation  of  this  article. 

At  this  point  we’ll  give  a  brief 
description  of  the  Oslo  Collection 
and  then  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  museum’s  research  program. 

The  collection  was  begun  at 
about  the  same  time  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oslo  was  founded,  in  1811. 
Oslo  University  is  the  country’s 
major  institution  of  higher  learn- 
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ing  and  is  supported  largely  by 
public  funds. 

Throughout  the  past  century 
and  a  half,  contributions  to  the 
museum  collection  have  come 
from  many  sources — from  Nor¬ 
way’s  kings,  from  contributions 
by  the  Royal  Norwegian  Mint, 
from  the  fruits  of  archeological 
expeditions,  from  gifts  of  the 
people,  and  from  direct  purchases 
by  the  University  itself. 

According  to  Norway’s  treas¬ 
ure  trove  laws,  most  types  of 
coins  struck  before  1537  which 
are  uncovered  within  the  coun¬ 
try’s  boundaries  are  the  property 
of  the  Government  of  Norway  and 
must  be  turned  over  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oslo  for  examination. 
Professor  Skaare  indicated  that 
those  specimens  which  are  re¬ 
quired  for  the  National  Collection 
are  kept,  while  those  that  are  not 
are  turned  back  to  the  finder.  As 
in  British  treasure  trove  law,  the 
finder  is  paid  full  market  value 
for  the  coins  retained. 

In  a  third  article  on  Scandi¬ 
navian  numismatics  entitled 
Money  of  the  Vikings ,  we’ll  dis¬ 
cuss  some  of  the  major  archeo¬ 
logical  finds  which  have  been 
turned  over  to  the  University  of 
Oslo. 

*  *  * 


The  museum’s  public  display 
section  fills  two  large  rooms:  one 
devoted  almost  solely  to  coins  and 
the  other  to  orders,  medals  and 
decorations.  The  coin  room  liter¬ 
ally  gives  a  panoramic  history  of 
Norwegian  numismatics.  Though 
the  country’s  history  fades  back 
into  the  deep  mists  of  antiquity, 
Norway  was  not  effectively  united 
until  the  time  of  Harold  Haar- 
fager  (Fair  Hair),  who  ruled 
from  863  to  930,  a  period  of  no 
less  than  67  years! 

Many  types  of  primitive 
moneys  were  utilized  long  before 
coins  were  introduced  into  the 
economic  system.  The  Oslo  Uni¬ 
versity  library  has  numerous 
monographs  on  the  subject  indi¬ 
cating  that  cows  and  butter 
served  as  mediums  of  exchange 
from  prehistoric  days  to  the  late 
Middle  Ages.  Under  the  laws  of 
Haakon  the  Good  (940-63),  fines 
were  payable  in  cows,  provided 
they  were  not  too  old.  Butter  was 
used  for  valuation  in  many  com¬ 
mercial  documents,  the  unit  being 
a  basket.  Rents  were  often  pay¬ 
able  wholly  or  partly  in  butter. 
Paul  Einzig  in  his  excellent 
Primitive  Money:  In  Its  Ethno¬ 
logical,  Historical  and  Economic 
Aspects  (London,  1951),  states 
there  was  also  a  strange  unit  rep- 


Silver  British  pennies  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  1046-48,  as  shown  at  left,  served  as 
models  for  the  Norwegian  coinage  of  Harald  Hardrade,  1047-66,  shown  at  right.  Even 
the  name  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  king  was  copied.  (Enlarged  photos  courtesy  University 
of  Oslo) 
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resented  by  a  month’s  upkeep  of 
a  man,  the  manadameter,  which 
was  equal  to  one  basket  of  butter. 
In  1309,  ten  of  these  units  bought 
a  horse  worth  three  cows. 

The  first  coins  actually  minted 
by  Norway  were  the  silver  pieces 
of  Olav  Tryggvesson,  who  reigned 
from  995  to  1000,  later  known 
simply  as  Olav  I.  A  number  of 
these  specimens  are  on  display  at 
the  Oslo  Museum.  Olav  was 
drowned  in  the  year  1000  while 
in  battle  with  the  kings  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  but  in  the  brief 
five  years  he  ruled,  he  did  a  great 
deal  to  make  Norway  a  major 
European  power.  Paramount  in 
importance  perhaps  is  the  fact 
that  Olav  I,  a  proud  great  grand¬ 
son  of  Harold  Fair  Hair,  Chris¬ 
tianized  Norway.  Olav  “imported” 
Christianity  from  England,  a 
country  the  Scandinavians  had 
been  plundering  for  more  than 
two  centuries. 

Norway’s  early  coins  are  hand¬ 
somely  displayed  in  the  Museum’s 
imposing  glass  and  wood  cabinets. 
The  Norwegians  were  a  powerful 
seafaring  nation  during  this  time, 
and  shared  with  Denmark  the 
conquest  of  England  in  1016-18, 
a  most  turbulent  period.  There¬ 
after,  England,  Norway  and  Den¬ 
mark  were  ruled  by  one  king.  The 
numismatist  can  readily  see  the 
similarities  in  English  and  Nor¬ 
wegian  coins  of  this  period. 
Shown  here  are  coins  of  Harald 
Hardrade  (Norwegian  king,  1047- 
66),  which  bear  a  strong  re¬ 
semblance  to  contemporary  Eng¬ 
lish  coins  struck  by  Edward  the 
Confessor. . 

Perhaps  a  discussion  of  Nor¬ 
wegian  coins  can  easily  involve 
us  in  a  detailed  survey  of  the 
country’s  history,  but  in  order  to 
simplify  matters,  we’ll  try  to  aim 
for  the  most  basic  type  of  outline, 


and  will  not  attempt  to  trespass 
into  the  historians’  territory.  Be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  eleventh  cen 
tury,  England  managed  to  free 
herself  from  the  Danes  and 
Norsemen. 

In  the  twelfth  century,  Norway 
entered  a  period  of  civil  strife 
and  the  thirteenth  was  the  last 
period  of  early  Norwegian  inde¬ 
pendence  and  greatness.  From 
the  reign  of  Haakon  IV,  “The 
Old”  (1217-63),  to  that  of  Haa¬ 
kon  V  (1299-1319),  the  Norwe¬ 
gian  sagas  developed  as  stories  of 
Norway’s  past  were  gathered. 

During  this  period,  fines,  fees, 
purchase  prices,  loans  and  insur¬ 
ance  premiums  were  often  ex¬ 
pressed  in  units  of  cloth.  In  many 
areas  of  Norway,  cloth  was  ac¬ 
tually  made  legal  tender.  Skins 
were  also  used  as  currency — for 
example,  rents  were  expressed  in 
“hud”  (skins),  with  ten  skins 
being  equal  to  one  mark  of  fine 
silver.  Throughout  the  Middle 
Ages,  iron  bars  were  used  as 
money  by  the  Norsemen  along 
with  wire  money  of  gold.  The 
bars  were  usually  about  one  foot 
in  length  by  a  half-inch  thick. 
Forty  of  these  bars  constituted 
the  price  of  a  horse  and  a  hun¬ 
dred  would  purchase  a  slave. 

Professor  Skaare  explained 
that  precious  metals  in  bullion 
form  were  widely  used  as  medi¬ 
ums  of  exchange.  Gold  and  silver 
ingots  were  cut  to  various  sizes 
for  purposes  of  convenience. 
These  ingots  were  utilized  for 
centuries  in  ancient  Norway,  but 
it  wasn’t  until  the  dawn  of  the 
Viking  era  in  the  eighth  century 
that  they  were  stamped  with  the 
inscription  of  the  issuer  along 
with  the  exact  weight. 

Paul  Einzig  has  emphasized 
that  gold  rings  of  many  different 
sizes  and  weights  were  employed 
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as  currency  in  ancient  Norway, 
and  finally,  in  1220,  a  Norse  law 
was  enacted  requiring  each  ring 
of  a  series  to  be  of  a  definite 
weight.  Large  transactions  were 
expressed  by  a  certain  number  of 
rings.  The  terms  “ring-breaker” 
or  “gold-breaker”  applied  in  an¬ 
cient  Norwegian  language  to  rich 


This  1654  Double  Speciedaler  was  issued  in 
mark,  Norway,  Vandalia,  and  Gottland. 


The  numismatist  must  bear  in 
mind  that  the  history  of  Denmark 
and  Norway  coincides  for  a 
period  of  more  than  four  cen¬ 
turies,  from  the  unification  of 
1397  until  1813,  when  Napoleon 
was  defeated  by  the  Allies.  By  the 
1813  Kiel  Treaty,  Denmark  was 
forced  to  cede  Norway  to  Sweden. 


the  name  of  Frederik  III,  King  of  Den- 


and  generous  men.  The  penalty 
for  homicide  was  not  death  but 
three  rings.  The  Oslo  museum 
houses  a  wide  array  of  old  Nor¬ 
way’s  primitive  money,  both  in  its 
public  displays  and  in  the  exten¬ 
sive  research  collection. 

*  *  * 

As  we  pointed  out  in  our  previ¬ 
ous  feature  on  Stockholm’s  Royal 
Coin  Cabinet,  Denmark,  Sweden 
and  Norway  were  all  united  in 
1397,  and  by  1412  Eric  of  Pomer¬ 
ania  was  crowned  king  of  the 
triple  empire.  Sweden  afterward 
became  a  separate  kingdom  (un¬ 
der  Gustavus  Vasa  early  in  the 
sixteenth  century),  but  the  union 
between  Denmark  and  Norway 
was  drawn  closer  and  closer.  This 
union  was  to  the  disadvantage  of 
Norway,  which  gradually  sank  to 
the  status  of  a  Danish  depend¬ 
ency. 


That  new  union  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  no  small  amount  of 
friction.  Although  Norway  had 
its  own  constitution  based  on 
democratic  principles,  the  Swed¬ 
ish  king  had  the  power  of  abso¬ 
lute  veto  over  bills  passed  by  the 
elected  representatives  at  Oslo. 
This  met  with  an  overwhelming 
protest  from  the  Norwegian 
people.  A  grave  constitutional 
struggle  arose  between  the  two 
countries  from  the  demand  for 
greater  independence  for  Norway 
in  her  foreign  policy. 

A  referendum  vote  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  dissolution  was  held  in 
1905,  and  the  proposal  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  King  Oscar  II  of 
Sweden  and  his  advisers.  As  a 
result,  Prince  Carl,  second  son  of 
the  King  of  Denmark,  was  invited 
to  ascend  the  Norwegian  throne. 
He  was  declared  King  Haakon 
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VII  of  Norway  by  the  Storthing 
(Parliament)  in  1905.  From  that 
point  on  Norway  was  recognized 
as  a  sovereign  country. 

*  *  * 

The  Oslo  Museum’s  compre¬ 
hensive  display  of  coins  that  cir¬ 
culated  in  Norway — especially 
the  gold  and  silver  pieces — re¬ 
flects  graphically  in  capsule  form 
the  nation’s  history.  Here  we 
might  point  out  some  of  the 
choice  specimens  exhibited,  first 
the  gold  and  then  the  silver 
crowns. 

There  is  a  fine  series  of  gold 
pieces  struck  under  two  Danish 
kings  who  ruled  Norway  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  Frederik  III 
(1648-70)  and  Christian  V  (1670- 
99).  The  earlier  Frederik  III 
ducats  portray  the  king’s  crowned 
bust  on  obverse  and  a  lion  on 
reverse.  Later  ducats  of  this 
monarch  have  a  laureate  bust, 
with  the  same  type  of  lion  on 
reverse.  The  earlier  Christian  V 


tion  produced  during  this  period 
of  nearly  thirty  years  and  they 
were  liberally  circulated. 

Only  one  issue  of  gold  coins  has 
been  produced  since  the  country 
became  completely  independent — 
the  10  and  20  kroner  pieces  of 
1910.  These  coins,  which  were 
produced  by  the  Royal  Norwegian 
Mint  at  Kongsberg,  depict  the 
crowned  bust  of  King  Haakon 
VII  on  the  obverse  and  the  stand¬ 
ing  figure  of  St.  Olav  on  the  re¬ 
verse. 

*  *  * 

As  in  the  case  of  gold,  Norway 
did  not  have  her  own  independent 
silver  coinage  in  modern  times 
until  after  Haakon  VII  became 
king  in  1905.  For  a  period  of 
nearly  six  centuries  she  depended 
largely  upon  Danish  and  Swedish 
issues.  Still,  coins  struck  by  those 
two  countries  for  her  form  an 
integral  part  of  Norway’s  numis¬ 
matic  history. 

Silver  crowns  used  throughout 


Haakon  VII  became  the  first  King  of  independent  Norway  in  1905. 


ducats  all  have  the  laureate  bust 
on  obverse  and  lion  on  reverse. 
Later  Christian  V  gold  has  the 
king  on  horseback.  Gold  pieces  of 
both  these  monarchs  are  quite 
scarce. 

The  only  gold  coins  issued  by 
Sweden  for  Norway  under  the 
union  were  the  10  and  20  kroner 
pieces  of  King  Oscar  II  minted 
from  1874  to  1902.  There  were 
two  varieties  of  each  denomina- 


Norway  in  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  for  example,  were  nearly 
identical  to  those  used  in  Den¬ 
mark,  and  they  were  struck  at 
both  the  Royal  Danish  Mint  at 
Copenhagen  and  the  Kongsberg 
Mint  in  Norway.  The  two  kroner 
crown  of  Frederick  IV  (1699- 
1730),  dated  1702,  was  minted  at 
Copenhagen,  while  his  krone 
silver  of  1725  was  produced  at 
Kongsberg. 
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Crowns  of  Christian  VI  (1730- 
46)  were  also  produced  at  both 
mints.  Copenhagen  turned  out 
some  90,000  specimens  of  his 
1731-32  silver  krone  pieces,  while 


Norway’s  only  gold  coins  depict  St.  Olav, 
who  Christianized  the  country  in  the  11th 
Century. 

the  Kongsberg  facility  struck 
some  4,000  specimens  of  his  1736 
krone. 

1  Christian  VII  (1766-1808) 
crowns  were  also  released  from 
both  mints.  His  speciedaler  of 
1767-69  was  struck  at  both 
Kongsberg  and  Copenhagen. 
Kongsberg  Mint  crowns  usually 
had  the  Norwegian  arms  on  re¬ 
verse,  while  the  Copenhagen 
pieces  usually  had  the  Danish 
arms.  In  fact,  Christian  VII 
crowns  were  alternately  struck 
at  Kongsberg  and  Copenhagen  for 
over  thirty  years. 

After  the  union  with  Sweden  in 
1813,  Norwegian  coins  portrayed 
Swedish  monarchs  for  nearly  the 
next  century.  However,  in  1815 
Norway  secured  a  currency  read¬ 
justment  and  most  of  her  coins, 
especially  the  silver  crowns, 
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scriptions  received  after  the  10th 
of  August  will  begin  with  the 
October  issue.  Back  issues  of  the 
Journal  are  available  only  in 
sets.  Subscriptions  will  not  begin 
with  the  previous  month’s  issue. 


showed  the  national  arms  on  re¬ 
verse.  The  royal  portraits  are 
generally  similar  to  those  on  con¬ 
temporary  Swedish  coins  and  the 
inscriptions  the  same  except  that 
each  nation  placed  its  own  name 
first:  thus,  on  coins  used  in 
Norway,  the  inscription  read, 
“Charles  XIV  John,  King  of 
Norway,  Sweden,  Gotland,  and 
Vandalia.” 

The  Oslo  museum  has  a  vir¬ 
tually  complete  representation  of 
these  silver  crowns  on  display. 
Multiple  talers  of  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries  are  also 
liberally  exhibited. 

*  *  * 

The  room  devoted  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  to  orders,  medals  and 
decorations  is  a  sight  to  behold. 
As  we  said  at  the  beginning  of 
this  article,  the  Oslo  museum  dis¬ 
plays  orders  and  decorations 
from  virtually  all  countries  and 
historic  periods.  The  colors  from 
the  ribbons  represent  the  full 
spectrum. 

We’ll  list  a  cross  section  of  the 
specimens  exhibited  in  order  to 
give  the  reader  at  least  an  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  this  display: 
Order  of  St.  Olav,  Norway;  Vic¬ 
toria  Cross,  Great  Britain;  Dis¬ 
tinguished  Service  Cross,  the 
United  States;  Order  of  the 
Rising  Sun,  Japan;  the  Maltese 
Cross;  Order  of  Leopold  II,  Bel¬ 
gium;  Order  of  Poland  Restituta, 
Poland;  Charles  XIV  medal, 
Sweden;  Order  of  St.  Lazarus, 
Italy.  This  display  is  a  panorama 
of  color  since  the  full  ribbons  and 
necklace  chains  are  included  with 
the  medals. 

Other  countries  represented  by 
orders  and  decorations  in  this  spe¬ 
cial  room  at  the  Oslo  Museum 
include:  Algeria,  Anjouan,  Aus¬ 
tria,  Bavaria,  Benin,  China,  Cuba, 
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The  V->  Speeiedaler  of  1861-62  bears  the  portrait  of  Carl  XV  of  Sweden. 


Czechoslovakia,  Denmark,  Ethio¬ 
pia,  France,  Finland,  Germany, 
Hungary,  Iceland,  Jugoslavia, 
Latvia,  Lithuania,  Luxemburg, 
Mexico,  Netherlands,  Philippines, 
Portugal,  Rumania,  Russia,  Sal¬ 
vador,  San  Marino,  Spain,  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Thailand,  Turkey,  Two 
Sicil'es,  Uruguay,  Venezuela, 
Wurttcmburg  and  Zanzibar. 

Other  medals  displayed  include 
those  of  the  U.  S.  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  Society,  the  Royal  Scot¬ 
tish  Geographical  Society,  the 
Royal  Geographical  Society  of 
London,  and  various  works  of 
medallic  art  honoring  such  famous 
personages  as  Winston  Churchill, 
Albert  Einstein,  Alfred  Nobel, 
John  F.  Kennedy,  and  the  explor¬ 
ers  Robert  Peary,  Roald  Amund¬ 
sen,  and  Fridtjof  Nansen.  Re¬ 
cently  executed  medals  are  also 
featured,  including  “Hiroshima — 
Quo  Vadis?”  pictured  here. 

The  showing  of  various  odd  and 
curious  moneys  of  the  world  is  an 
impressive  one.  We’ve  already 
mentioned  the  early  Norwegian 
specimens  here,  but  we  should 
list  at  least  a  few  of  the  note¬ 
worthy  items  in  the  general  primi¬ 
tive  money  section:  ring,  wire  and 
ivory  money  of  Africa;  boat, 
spade,  shirt  and  ring  money  of 
ancient  China;  cowrie  shells  and 
whale  tooth  money  of  the  South 
Seas;  silver  packsaddle,  tiger 
tongue  and  drum  money  of  an¬ 


cient  Siam;  and  fish  hook,  shield 
and  wampum  money  of  North 
America.  There  are  many  other 
types  of  odd  and  curious  housed 
at  the  Oslo  museum,  both  in  the 
exhibit  area  and  in  the  research 
collection. 

In  completing  our  description  of 
Norway’s  National  Numismatic 
Collection  at  Oslo,  we  must  take 
at  least  a  moment  to  detail  some 
of  the  specimens  in  the  ancient 
section.  Issues  of  Asia  Minor, 
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Greece,  Rome,  ancient  Israel,  and 
Byzantium  are  liberally  displayed. 

Lydian  gold  pieces,  struck 
about  700  B.C.,  which  some  ex- 


This  unusual  medal  by  Berndt  Helleberg  is 
Actual  size  in  105  mm. 


perts  rate  as  the  world’s  first 
coins,  are  here,  along  with  seventh 
century  B.C.  staters  of  Aegina, 
classed  as  the  world’s  earliest 
silver  coins.  The  famous  deca- 
drachm  of  Syracuse,  minted  in 
412  B.C.  to  commemorate  a  vic¬ 
tory  in  athletic  games  and  one  of 
the  most  artistic  of  all  ancient 
coins,  is  featured  in  a  special  dis¬ 
play.  There  are  fine  specimens  in 
gold,  electrum  and  silver  from 
Andros,  Thebes,  Corinth,  Lesbos, 
Macedon,  Antioch,  Rhodes  and 
Carthage. 

Another  highlight  is  an  almost 
complete  portrait  gallery  of  Ro¬ 
man  emperors,  from  gold  pieces 
of  the  Caesars  struck  when  Rome 
was  at  the  height  of  her  glories 
to  a  specimen  of  Romulus  Augus- 
tulus,  who  fled  the  city  in  476 
A.D.  when  it  was  being  overrun 
by  barbarian  hordes.  Most  of  the 
Roman  emperor  portrait  coins  are 
in  gold,  the  others  in  silver.  An¬ 
cient  Israel  is  well  represented 
with  historic  silver  shekels  of  both 
the  First  and  Second  Revolts. 


Numerous  examples  of  Byzan¬ 
tine  Empire  gold  solidi  are  here, 
including  the  famous  specimen  of 
869-79  which  has  on  its  reverse 


typical  of  contemporary  Norwegian  design. 


a  portrait  of  Christ  seated  on  a 
throne,  his  right  hand  raised  in 
benediction;  his  left  holds  a  book 
of  the  Gospels.  There  is  also  a 
good  showing  of  the  curious  and 
famous  Byzantine  concave  gold 
coins. 

*  *  * 

“We  feel  that  our  collection  is 
always  in  a  state  of  flux,”  Kol- 
bjorn  Skaare  emphasized.  “Our 
holdings  are  being  expanded  con¬ 
tinually,  especially  from  archeo¬ 
logical  finds.  Civilizations  have 
existed  in  the  Scandinavian  region 
for  at  least  two  millennia,  and 
over  the  generations  innumerable 
treasures  of  gold  and  silver  were 
hidden  away  for  safekeeping. 
Some  of  these  hoards  are  still 
being  turned  up  today.  Treasure 
troves  of  Viking  coins  have  been 
of  particular  interest  to  us  for 
some  time,”  added  Professor 
Skaare. 

“The  University  of  Oslo  mu¬ 
seum  maintains  close  relations 
with  major  numismatic  museums 
all  over  the  world,”  said  Professor 
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Carsten  Svarstad,  “especially  with 
those  in  the  immediate  area  which 
are  conducting  research  along 
the  same  lines — at  Copenhagen, 
Stockholm,  Helsinki,  and  London. 
For  example,  since  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  Norwegian  coins  coincides 
significantly  with  English  issues, 
we  make  it  a  practice  to  keep  in 
close  touch  with  the  British  Mu¬ 
seum’s  Coins  and  Medals  Depart¬ 
ment.” 

Professors  Svarstad  and  Skaare 
publish  regularly  the  results  of 
their  studies  in  Scandinavian  nu¬ 
mismatics.  We’ve  already  referred 
to  Svarstad’s  work  on  Swedish 
medalists,  while  Skaare  has  re¬ 
cently  written  ^  monograph  en¬ 
titled  A  Find  of  English  Pennies 
from  Havnoy,  the  Parish  of  Rodoy 
in  Nordland  County — and  Other 
Norwegian  Finds  of  Fourteenth 
Century  English  Coins.  Skaare 


has  written  several  studies  on 
Viking  coins  which  we  found  use¬ 
ful  in  the  preparation  of  our 
feature  Money  of  the  Viking  Age. 

Universitetets  Myntkabinett 
staff  members  have  played  a  ma¬ 
jor  rode  in  organizing  and  build¬ 
ing  up  the  Numismatic  Society  of 
Oslo  which  meets  monthly  and 
currently  includes  over  200  active 
members  on  its  rolls.  The  So¬ 
ciety’s  meetings  are  often  held  at 
the  Historical  Museum. 

In  conclusion  I  only  wish  to  add 
that  Norway’s  National  Numis¬ 
matic  Collection  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Oslo  Historical  Museum 
has  “something  for  everybody” — 
from  the  most  casual  collector  to 
the  most  serious  numismatic  re¬ 
searcher.  The  Myntkabinett  is 
open  from  noon  to  3  p.m.  daily 
and  there  is  never  any  admission 
charge. 
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A  Numismatic  Visit  to  Israel 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

HAIFA 


I  will  probably  always  remem¬ 
ber  Western  Galilee  for  its  friend¬ 
ly  people.  This  district  of  Israel 
includes  the  cities  of  Haifa  and 
Acre  which  are  familiar  to  most 
of  us. 

Lee  Hewitt  and  I  had  spent  a 
night  and  a  day  in  the  Tiberias- 
Capernaum-Nazareth  section  of 
Galilee  and  headed  west  to  Haifa 
on  Friday,  February  fourth. 
Passing  fromHhe  plain  of  Es- 
draelon  we  drove  into  Haifa  and 
climbed  from  the  Mediterranean 
shore  to  the  summit  of  biblical 
Mount  Carmel.  We  were  assigned 
to  the  Dan  Carmel  Hotel,  as 
modern  as  any  in  the  world.  It 


commands  a  broad  view  from  its 
high  position  on  the  very  crest  of 
the  mountain.  We  had  a  dramatic, 
panoramic  picture  of  the  spar¬ 
kling,  teeming  city  with  its  116,- 
000  inhabitants  busying  itself 
with  building  a  place  in  Israel’s 
burgeoning  economy  and  cultural 
achievements. 

Haifa,  moreover,  is  Israel’s 
principal  seaport,  yet  only  a  few 
years  ago  it  was  but  a  fishing 
village.  Here  in  ancient  times  the 
prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha  lived, 
and  later  the  Carmelite  Order  of 
Mendicant  Friars  dwelt  on  this 
shore  in  the  caves  as  hermits. 

Directly  north  from  our  hotel 


Haifa,  on  Mount  Carmel — The  Hahaian  Temples. 
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room  we  could  see  Acre  about 
ten  miles  across  a  blue  expanse  of 
bay,  framed  to  the  east  by  the 
Ephriam  Mountains.  The  west¬ 
ern  end  of  the  city  to  our  left  has 
the  lighthouse  adjacent  to  Eli¬ 
jah’s  Cave  and  the  Carmelite 
Monastery.  Then  we  see  a  golden 
dome  surmounting  the  shrine  of 
the  Bahai  Community  World 
Center  (there  is  a  similar  one 
in  Chicago).  Between  the  hotel 
and  the  Dagon  Silo,  which  will  be 
described  later,  is  the  Botanical 
Museum,  surrounded  by  lovely 
gardens.  The  wide  spectacle  was 
especially  dramatic  at  night 
when,  with  its  thousands  of  lights, 
it  assumed  a  sort  of  living  mosaic 
character.  It  reminded  me  of 
San  Francisco  at  night  when 
viewed  from  the  top  of  one  of  its 
famous  hotels. 

We  were  ably  guided  by  Mr. 
Max  Eigner  of  the  Government 
Tourist  Agency  and  by  Mr. 
Israel  Sedaka,  a  friendly  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Israel  Coins  and 
Medals  Corporation,  Tel  Aviv 
branch.  These  two  articulate 
gentlemen  were  pilot  and  stew¬ 
ard  as  we  motored  through  the 
northern  countryside.  They  were 
responsible  for  our  thorough  en¬ 
joyment  and  comfort  during  this 
part  of  our  tour. 

A  highlight  of  our  entire  stay 
in  Israel  came  in  the  form  of  a 
visit  with  a  prominent  Haifa 
numismatist,  Dr.  Reuben  R. 
Hecht,  who  greeted  us  in  his 
office  in  the  Dagon  Batey  Mam- 
guroth  Le-Israel,  Ltd.  building. 
He  made  us  quite  at  home;  and 
after  a  visit  of  a  half-hour  or  so, 
we  were  escorted  through  a 
museum  maintained  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  beautiful  edifice.  Here 
we  viewed  an  archeological  col¬ 
lection  devoted  to  the  cultivation, 
handling,  storage  and  distribution 


of  grain  dating  from  about  7500 
B.C.  A  section  devoted  to  coins 
relates  closely  to  this  theme.  An 
example:  a  biblical  lepton  of 
Herod  Agrippa  I  (37-44  A.D.) 
bearing  three  wheat  ears.  It  is 
interesting  to  observe  that  this 
ancient  symbol  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  Dagon  trade 
mark  which  employs  three  wheat 
ears  framed  by  a  beaded  circle. 

The  storage  area,  the  silo  it¬ 
self,  is  a  handsome  city  landmark 
215  feet  high.  It  is  Israel’s  tallest 
industrial  building.  Guided  by 
Dr.  Hecht’s  secretary,  we  saw  a 
conveyor  belt  carrying  a  steady 
stream  of  wheat,  moving  at  300 
tons  per  hour,  from  a  dockside 
to  storage.  We  understood  why 
Dr.  Hecht  received  the  Israel  Gov¬ 
ernment  award  for  efficiency,  the 
Kaplan  Prize,  in  1960.  This  truly 
beautiful  storage  place  for  mil¬ 
lions  of  bushels  of  grain  was 
started  in  1955,  completed  in 
1956  and  enlarged  in  1962.  The 
whole  silo  complex  is  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  Dr.  Hecht,  who  came  to 
Israel  from  a  grain  handling  busi¬ 
ness  in  Basel,  Switzerland,  in 
1950. 

In  the  evening  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Hecht  entertained  us  at  dinner 
in  the  beautiful  Rondo  Restau¬ 
rant,  a  modernistic  circular  room, 
situated  on  the  crest  of  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel,  from  which  we  looked  down 
on  the  lighted  city  and  harbor 
spread  out  below  us.  Guests  who 
joined  us  were  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Yitzhak  Avni  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Hacohen  M.K.  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Mr.  Hacohen  is  Chairman 
of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Defense 
Committee  of  the  Knesset  (Par¬ 
liament).  He  is  active  in  the 
United  Nations  and  frequently 
goes  to  New  York,  where  he  visits 
with  our  mutual  friend  Louis 
Werner.  We  also  enjoyed  con- 


PAGE  562 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  AUGUST,  1966 


versing-  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hillell 
Pfefferman  during  dinner.  Mrs. 
PfefFerman  is  office  manager  for 
the  Israel  Coins  and  Medals  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  her  husband  is  a 
prominent  Israeli  architect  whose 
most  recent  triumph  is  The 
Shrine  of  the  Book,  which  houses 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  in  Jeru¬ 
salem.  Another  friendly  com¬ 
panion  was  Mr.  Weinshal. 

The  next  day  was  Saturday, 
the  Jewish  sabbath.  After  break¬ 
fast  Lee  Hewitt  and  I  were  trans¬ 
ported  from  the  hotel  by  Mr. 
Mahum  Shahaf  to  his  apartment 
where  we  were  greeted  by  his 
wife.  Here  we  were  shown  hun- 
d  eds  of  numismatic  treasures, 
many  discovered  in  ruins  about 
the  countryside.  He  presented  us 
with  several  choice  leptons  of  the 
biblical  era  which  he  himself  had 
discovered.  Not  only  is  Mr.  Sha¬ 
haf  president  of  the  Haifa  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  but  he  is  pro¬ 
fessionally  a  marine  engineer  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Ministry  of  Labor 
as  an  inspector  of  the  ships  which 
come  and  go  in  the  Haifa  Harbor. 


Nahum  Shahaf  with  his 
wife  Mini  and  daughter  Inbal 


I  learned  that  in  1940  Mr. 
Shahaf  volunteered  for  the  Pal¬ 
estine  Buffs  (Brigade)  and  was 
subsequently  transferred  to  the 
Royal  Engineers.  He  served  in 
Crete  and  from  there  went  to 
Greece,  where  he  was  wounded 


and  taken  as  prisoner  of  war. 
After  about  45  days  he  escaped 
and  assisted  the  underground  in 
Greece.  When  Greece  was  freed 
he  joined  the  Jewish  Brigade  and 
fought  in  Italy.  Later  he  took 
part  in  the  attack  on  Normandy 
on  “D”  day. 

We  soon  drove  to  the  Ancient 
and  Modern  Art  Museum  where 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Haifa 
Numismatic  Society  was  assem¬ 
bled  in  our  honor.  Lee  and  I  were 
happy  to  speak  briefly  to  this  fine 
group  and  afterward  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  question  and  answer 
session.  There  were  about  twen¬ 
ty-five  ardent  collectors  on  hand, 
including  an  old  friend  through 
correspondence,  Mr.  A.  H.  Talil, 
who  is  a  well  known  coin  dealer 
here  in  the  Shushan  Bazaar.  He 
is,  moreover,  a  panelist  on  the 
Catalog  of  Modern  World  Coins 
and  has  been  most  helpful  in 
keeping  me  abreast  of  Israeli  nu¬ 
mismatics  for  several  years.  I 
was  pleased  to  note  that  he  spoke 
with  a  decided  British  accent 
which,  he  explained,  was  a  carry¬ 
over  from  his  World  War  II  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  British  Army.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  1938  he  served  under  the 
legendary  Captain  0.  C.  Wingate, 
who  organized  the  Jewish  “Spe¬ 
cial  Night  Squads,”  and  later  was 
instrumental  in  routing  the  Ital¬ 
ians  in  Ethiopia.  Mr.  Talil  flu¬ 
ently  speaks  Hebrew,  Arabic  and 
French  in  addition  to  English,  a 
skill  which  qualified  him  to  live 
with  Wingate  in  Arab  Nazareth 
in  disguise  as  an  Arab.  From 
1940,  until  the  British  left  Pal¬ 
estine,  he  supplied  foodstuffs  and 
other  supplies  to  the  Royal  Navy 
and  allied  naval  forces.  When  the 
British  ended  the  Mandate  he 
joined  the  Haganah  (Jewish) 
fighters  in  the  intelligence  sec¬ 
tion,  where  he  served  until  1950. 
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His  interest  in  coin  collecting 
started  1935-38  when  he  was  a 
money  changer.  Left  with  a 
hoard  of  various  foreign  coins 
which  were  stored  away  until 
1959,  he  decided  to  join  the  Haifa 
Numismatic  Association,  and  af¬ 
ter  a  few  months  he  became  a 
coin  dealer.  The  picture  shows 
him  in  front  of  his  shop  in  Haifa. 


I  was  told  that  this  enthusi¬ 
astic  Haifa  Numismatic  Society 
meets  every  week,  which  clearly 
demonstrates  the  purposeful  drive 
behind  this  organization. 

After  the  meeting  we  drove 
northward,  by-passing  Acre,  to 
the  Lebanon  frontier.  It  was  a 
little  startling  (I  suppose  that 
under  the  same  circumstances  all 
Americans  would  react  the  same) 
to  be  confronted  by  a  barrier 
between  two  countries.  The  gate¬ 
way  between  Israel  and  Lebanon 
is  an  anomalous,  invisible  wall 
through  which  one  can  see  but 
may  not  travel.  The  same  eerie 
feeling  describes  our  visit  to  the 
Egyptian  frontier  at  Gaza  the 
next  day.  I  feel  grateful  for  our 
friendly  neighbors,  Mexico  and 
Canada,  and  for  their  simple  bor¬ 
der  formalities  and  warm  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  American  traveler. 

We  traveled  south  again  and 
stopped  at  a  ruin  of  an  abandoned 
Arab  village  called  Achzib  on  the 
Mediterranean  shore.  There  are 


remains  of  an  ancient  harbor 
dating  from  the  biblical  period. 
The  Crusader  influence  can  be 
seen  in  some  of  the  structures. 
Today  it  is  used  as  a  beach  and 
picnic  area  and  periodically  serves 
as  a  holiday  site  for  the  famous 
World-Wide  Mediterranean  Club, 
which  was  written  up  in  a  recent 
issue  of  Life  Magazine.  Mr. 
Shahaf  wanted  us  to  meet  his 
“comrade-in-arms,”  Mr.  Eli  Avivi, 
and  his  wife,  who  run  the  place 
and  have  set  up  shop  in  one  of 
the  buildings  which  still  has  four 
outside  walls  and  a  roof.  “He  was 
wounded  with  me,”  was  the  way 
Mr.  Shahaf  put  it.  He  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  wartime  action  in 
Greece,  related  above,  when  they 
were  buddies.  It  was  a  pleasure 
to  participate  in  their  animated 
reunion,  all  of  which  was  sound 
and  laughter  to  me  rather  than 
understanding  as  they  spoke  in 
rapid  Hebrew  to  one  another. 
After  a  climb  through  the  ruins 
and  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 
museum  with  its  display  of  Ro¬ 
man  and  Judean  coins  found  on 
the  site,  we  had  Turkish  (thick) 
coffee  all  around.  It  was  a  care¬ 
free  group.  Our  short  stay  at 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eli  Avivi  at  the 
ancient  harbor  of  Achzib. 


Achzib  was  one  of  those  incidents 
of  chance  which  turned  out  to  be 
a  delightful  interlude  in  a  day 
full  of  pleasant  little  adventures. 

Along  the  highway  we  had 
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lunch  at  a  small  resort-type  town 
named  Naharya.  The  Penguin 
restaurant  where  we  ate  was  a 
popular  spot,  busy  with  a  holiday 
crowd. 

Acre 

I  hardly  know  where  to  begin 
with  the  story  about  our  visit  to 
this  old  seaport  that  served  the 
area  from  Phoenician  times.  In 
biblical  days  it  was  called  Accho; 
when  Paul  lived  it  was  known  as 
Ptolemais;  in  medieval  times  it 
was  a  bustling  haven;  and  in  the 
eleventh  century  the  Crusaders 
took  it  by  land  and  by  sea.  The 
Knights  Hospitalers  occupied  it 
from  1190  to  1291,  when  they  sur¬ 
rendered  the  city  to  the  Sara¬ 
cens.  Turkey  took  over  from  1517 
to  1832  and  1840  to  1918.  At  the 
Partition  of  Palestine  in  1948  it 
was  assigned  to' the  Arabs,  but  it 
was  captured  immediately  by  the 
Israeli  Defense  Forces.  We  saw 
the  mound,  or  tell,  where  Na¬ 
poleon  stood  during  a  fruitless 
siege  in  1799,  when  Acre  denied 


him  a  victory  during  his  Egyp¬ 
tian  campaign. 

Today  Acre  is  a  fishing  anchor¬ 
age,  offering  a  picturesque  setting 
to  the  visitor  with  its  diversified 
architectural  landscape.  Here, 
grouped  together,  are  domes  and 
minarets,  battlements  and  slender 
palms.  Crusader  and  Turkish 
structures  with  multifarious  rel¬ 
ics  are  all  about,  such  as  the 
Crypt  of  St.  John  and  the  Mosque 
of  Jazzar  Pasha.  New  finds  and 
lestoration  proceed  day-by-day. 
The  Arabs  crowd  the  Old  City 
with  its  narrow  streets  and 
alleys.  Here  we  passed  through 
the  Bazaar  and  found  little  shops 
with  antiques  for  sale.  We  first 
stepped  into  the  stall  of  Fozi 
Habib  Awwad  as  we  spotted  some 
trays  of  coins  from  the  street.  I 
picked  out  a  couple  of  Palestine 
coins  and  engaged  in  a  pleasant 
visit.  I  made  my  identity  known 
and  was  pleased  to  know  that  he 
owned  and  sold  my  Catalog  of 
Modem  World  Coins.  He  re¬ 
quested  my  autograph  in  his  copy 
of  the  book  under  my  portrait  on 
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Mrs.  Eli  Avivi  (Rina).  Achzib  Museum  in  background. 


the  dust  jacket,  and  I  gladly  com¬ 
plied. 

Farther  up  the  narrow  street,  I 
heard  a  voice  asking,  “Are  you 
Mr.  Yeoman?”  I  was  somewhat 
startled  but  managed  to  reply, 
“Yes!”  I  was  asked  to  come  into 
the  proprietor’s  shop.  He  pointed 
to  my  picture  in  his  catalog  and 
seemed  very  pleased  that  he  had 
recognized  me.  He  was  no  more 
pleased  and  flattered  than  I. 
There  was  more  autographing. 
He  is  Erera  Daniel  and  labels  his 
place  of  business  simply  DANY. 
I  inspected  his  stock  with  as 
much  calm  as  one  could  in  the 
face  of  such  an  exciting  situation. 
He  presented  me  with  a  nice  Cru¬ 
sader  penny,  which  had  recently 
been  unearthed,  as  a  memento. 
This  was  a  truly  high  point  of 
my  visit  to  Israel  and  one  to  be 
recalled  with  pleasure.  To  be  rec¬ 
ognized  so  far  from  home  is  al¬ 
most  unbelievable. 

In  this  section  of  Arab  Acre  is 
the  Turkish  Tower  above  Khan  el 
Umdan,  Acre’s  Inn  of  the  Pillars. 
This  impressive  landmark  sported 
a  television  antenna,  which  as 
much  as  anything  typified  the 
new  era  superimposed  on  the  old. 

We  visited  the  Mosque  of  Jaz- 
zar  Pasha,  a  jewel  of  oriental 


architecture.  The  grounds  are  like 
an  oasis  closed  in  by  a  high  wall. 
Outside,  the  drab  remains  of 
earlier  times  create  a  vivid  con¬ 
trast.  Acre  is  not  a  large  commu¬ 
nity,  but  there  is  a  great  store 
of  history,  picturesqueness  and 
charm  which  no  other  Israeli  city 
possesses.  We  departed  much  too 
soon,  for  our  curiosity  was  far 
from  satisfied.  Perhaps  I’ll  be 
lucky  enough  to  return  to  Acre 
another  time. 

An  Israel  Numismatic  Holiday 
sponsored  by  the  International 
Israel  Numismatic  Society  has 
been  announced.  A  visit  to  Israel, 
planned  with  the  cooperation  of 
Air  France,  will  include  ten  days 
of  travel  and  visits  to  some  of  the 
world’s  oldest  and  best  known  re¬ 
ligious  and  archeological  sites. 
Numismatics  will  receive  em¬ 
phasis  in  the  well  planned  itiner¬ 
ary  which  starts  and  ends  in  New 
York.  Localities  and  cities  to  be 
visited  include  Acre,  Dead  Sea, 
Haifa,  Jerusalem,  Mount  of  the 
Beatitudes,  Nazareth,  Tel  Aviv 
and  others.  Dates  are  January 
16-25,  1967.  Cost  and  other  details 
may  be  had  by  writing  to  Am¬ 
bassador  Travel  Agencies,  Inc., 
27  William  Street,  New  York 
City,  New  York  10005. 
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The  Lioil  Daler— Additiunal  Data 

by  V.  L.  liigsby 


When  an  article  is  published,  it 
does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
the  subject  is  exhausted.  Addi¬ 
tional  information  often  pops  up. 
The  article  on  the  “Lion  Daler” 
( Whitman  Numismatic  Journal, 
December,  1965)  showed  the  use 
of  this  coin  in  New  York  and  the 
New  England  colonies.  Further 
research,  or  perhaps  just  the 
stumbling  upon  of  more  informa¬ 
tion,  revealed  the  use  elsewhere 
in  the  colonie^,of  this  competitor 
of  Spain. 

A  book,  Money  and  Banking, 
1895,  by  Horace  White,  provides 
the  following  information : 

“In  1691  the  Assembly  of  South 
Carolina  passed  an  act  making 
Spanish  or  Mexican  dollars,  or 
pieces-of-eight  weighing  thirteen 
pennyweight  or  more  current  at 
five  shillings  each,  those  not  of 
full  weight  four  shillings.  In 
1694  Lyon  dollars*  were  made 
current  at  four  shillings,  and  any 
gold  coins  at  the  rate  of  ten 
shillings  for  two  pennyweight. 
Thus,  the  ratio  of  13  to  1  be¬ 
tween  silver  and  gold  was  legal¬ 
ized. 

“In  the  year  1700  we  find  the 
South  Carolinas  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  attempting  to  draw 
money  from  her  neighbors  by  the 
mental  operation  of  considering 
Spanish  dollars  worth  a  shilling 
or  so  more  than  they  had  pre¬ 
viously  taken  them  to  be.  On  the 


16th  of  November  an  act  was 
passed  To  raise  the  current  coin 
of  this  province.’  The  ‘Mexico 
civil  1  (a  corruption  of  Seville)  or 
pillar  dollar’  weighing  13  penny¬ 
weight  was  equal  to  6  shillings, 
15  pennyweight  at  6  shillings  9 
pence,  17  pennyweight  at  7  shil¬ 
lings  6  pence,  Lion  dollars 
equalled  6  shillings,  the  English 
crown  at  7  shillings  6  pence,  and 
the  N.E.  shilling  at  6  shillings 
6  pence.” 

This  shows  a  much  wider  usage 
of  the  Lion  dollar  as  colonial 
money  than  was  first  assumed. 
The  value  of  the  Pine  Tree  shil¬ 
ling  seems  fantastic  and  unbeliev¬ 
able,  a  real  vote  of  confidence  for 
John  Hull’s  efforts,  if  true. 


*This,  I  believe,  was  a  Dutch  coin 
stamped  with  the  figure  of  the  lion  of 
Brabant.  I  have  never  seen  one. 


“ Burn  those  revenooers!” 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Bressctt ,  F.Il.lS.S. 

VICTORIA’S  SILVER  SIXPENCE 

1838  -  1887 

The  Young  Head  coinage  of  Queen  Victoria  is,  to  my  thinking, 
one  of  the  most  charming  of  all  Engilsh  designs.  The  simple  un¬ 
cluttered,  bold  features  make  these  coins  attractive  not  only  while 
new,  but  even  when  they  show  signs  of  considerable  wear.  The  design 
used  on  the  sixpence,  which,  incidentally,  is  identical  to  that  used 
on  the  shilling,  is  particularly  well  proportioned.  With  slight  modifica¬ 
tions,  the  Victoria  head  engraved  by  William  Wyon  was  used  on  all 
of  the  early  nineteenth  century  British  coinage,  but  for  now  let  us 
concentrate  on  the  sixpence.  The  design  may  be  described  as  follows: 


Obverse  (William  Wyon)— Legend:  VICTORIA  DEI  GRATIA 
BRITANNIAR:  REG:F:D:  Head  and  truncated  neck  of  the  Queen  in 
profile  and  looking  slightly  to  the  left.  A  plain  diadem  and  plain  fillet 
bind  the  thick  wavy  hair  which  is  parted  on  the  forehead,  carried  over 
the  top  of  the  ear,  and  gracefully  collected  into  a  knot,  with  a  curl 
hanging.  The  diadem  and  fillet  are  partly  hidden  by  the  hair.  A  curl 
extends  to  the  cheek.  The  hair  at  the  nape  of  the  neck  is  long,  coarse 
and  wavy.  The  whole  within  a  raised  rim  and  border  of  elongated  beads. 

Reverse  (J.  B.  Merlen) — Inscription  in  two  lines:  SIX  PENCE.  The 
Royal  Crown  above.  An  ornament  below  PENCE.  A  branch  of  olive 
leaves  and  berries  on  the  left  and  a  branch  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns 
on  the  right  of  the  inscription,  the  lower  portions  of  the  branches 
being  crossed  below  it  and  tied  together  by  ribbon  formed  into  a  bow 
with  hanging  ends.  Beneath  the  crossed  branches,  the  date.  The  whole 
within  raised  rim  and  border  of  elongated  beads.  The  edge  is  reeded. 

During  the  tenure  of  the  Young  Head  sixpence  several  minor 
changes  were  made  in  the  dies.  While  most  of  these  changes  are  not 
particularly  noticeable  on  worn  coins,  the  series  can  be  divided  into 
three  main  groups  called  the  first,  second  and  third  Young  Head. 
The  following  listings  and  comments  will  explain  the  many  interesting 
varieties  found  in  this  series.  Readers  noting  additional  varieties  are 
invited  to  report  them  to  the  Journal. 
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Victoria  Sixpence  1838-1887 
First  Young  Head 


1838  (top  of  three  is  straight) 

1839,  1840,  1841,  1842 

1843  (top  of  three  is  straight) 


1844  normal  date,  1844  large  44  in  date 
1845,  1846 


1848,  1848  8  over  6,  1848  8  over  7 

The  1848  8  over  6  has  been  reported  by  many  catalogers  and  it 
does  not  seem  likely  that  the  reading  could  be  a  misinterpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  8  over  7.  Yet,  I  have  never  seen  the  coin  and  would 
welcome  confirmation  of  its  existence. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  the  8  over  7  variety 
certainly  is  authentic,  no  sixpences  were  struck  from  1847  dies. 
Also  noteworthy  is  the  fact  that  all  of  the  silver  and  copper 
pieces  dated  1848  have  overdate  varieties  with  the  exception  of 
the  farthing. 

1849  This  date  was  listed  by  Henry  Garside  in  the  1923  Numismatic 
Circular,  and  a  coinage  is  shown  in  the  Mint  Report.  It  seems, 
however,  that  no  such  coin  exists. 

1850,  1851 

1852  normal  date,  1852  larger  numerals  spaced  wider. 

1853  (top  of  three  is  curved) 

1854,  1855,  1856,  1857 

1858  normal  date,  1858  larger  numerals  spaced  close. 


1859  normal  date,  1859  larger  numerals  spaced  close,  1859  9  over  8. 
1860,  1861  same  comment  as  for  1849,  1862. 

1863  (top  of  three  is  straight) 
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First  Young  Head — With  Die  Number 

In  1864  the  Mint  started  the  practice  of  adding  a  small  die  number 
above  the  date.  This  number  served  as  an  identification  and  was 
changed  on  each  new  die.  The  numbers  started  with  1  each  year*  and 
went  as  high  as  124  for  at  least  one  issue.  The  use  of  die  numbers 
was  discontinued  in  1879.  Exceptions  are  noted  in  this  listing. 


1864,  1865 

1866  with  die  number,  1866  without  die  number. 

Second  Young  Head — With  Die  Number 

The  second  Young  Head  is  similar  to  the  first  except  that  the  hea  1 
is  in  lower  relief. 

1867,  1868,  1869,  1870 

1871  with  die  number,  1871  without  die  number 

1872 

1873  (top  of  three  is  curved) 

1874,  1875,  1876 

1877  with  die  number.  1877  without  die  number. 

1878  normal  die.  1878  with  DRITANNIAR  instead  of  BRITANNIAR 

1879  with  die  number.  1879  without  die  number. 

1880  without  die  number. 

Third  Young  Head — First  Reverse 

The  third  Young  Head  is  similar  to  the  preceding,  except  that  the 
Queen’s  hair  is  thinner  and  in  longer  waves.  The  curl  at  the  back 
of  her  head  is  arranged  differently,  and  there  is  no  curl  on  her  cheek. 
The  reverse  is  as  above  but  without  die  number. 

1880 

1881 
1882 

Third  Young  Head — Second  Reverse 


As  above,  except  that  the  inscription  SIX  PENCE  is  in  larger 
letters  with  more  space  between  them.  This  change  may  have  been 
part  of  the  extensive  alteration  at  the  Mint  when  fourteen  Heaton 
coinage  presses  were  installed  to  replace  the  old  vacuum  presses. 

1883  (top  of  three  is  curved),  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887. 
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There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  series,  but  all  are  in  demand  as 
type  coins  and  uncirculated  specimens  now  bring  $15  to  $17  each. 
Proofs  are  rarely  priced  under  $100  except  for  the  1853.  It  is 
surprising  that  these  coins  are  valued  as  inexpensively  as  they  are 
when  one  considers  that  coinage  of  many  dates  was  under  one  million 
and  1881,  the  highest,  only  6.2  million.  The  total  coinage  for  all  dates 
1838  through  1887  was  only  123  million,  or  approximately  that  of  the 
sixpence  for  any  single  recent  year.  Current  values  are  as  follows, 
reflecting  a  sizeable  increase  over  last  year’s  prices  for  all  dates  and 
conditions. 


First  Young  Iload 


Very 

Ex. 

Good 

Fine 

1  ^  • 

r  me 

r  ine 

Unc. 

Proof 

1838 

si.  50 

$4.00 

$7.00 

$10.00 

$22.00 

$110.00 

1839 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

15.00 

32.00 

100.00 

1840 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

15.00 

32.00 

1841 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

15.00 

32.00 

1842 

2.75 

6.00 

10.00 

17.50 

36.00 

1843 

1.50 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1844  Normal  Date 

1.50 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1844  Large  44 

2.50 

6.00 

10.00 

17.50 

40.00 

1845 

1.25 

3.00 

6.00 

8.00 

25.00 

1846 

1.50 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

24.00 

1848  8  over  6 

6.00 

10.00 

15.00 

25.00 

50.00 

1848  8  over  7 

6.00 

10.00 

15.00 

25.00 

50.00 

1848 

5.00 

9.00 

12.00 

20.00 

45.00 

1849 

Unk 

nown 

1850 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

16.00 

26.00 

1851 

2.00 

5.00 

8.00 

16.00 

26.90 

1852 

1.50 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

21.00 

1853 

l.r0 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

21.00 

75.00 

1854 

3.00 

7.00 

10.00 

17.50 

37.50 

1855 

1.50 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

23.00 

120.00 

1856 

1.25 

3.00 

6.00 

8.00 

22.00 

1857 

2.00 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1858 

2.00 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

175.00 

1859  9  over  8 

8.00 

12.00 

16.00 

25.00 

60.00 

1859 

2.00 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1860 

2.00 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1861 

Unknown 

1862 

6.00 

10.00 

15.00 

20.00 

50.00 

1863 

8.00 

12.00 

16.00 

25.00 

60.00 

1864 

3.00 

5.00 

9.00 

12.50 

27.00 

1865 

3.00 

5.00 

9.00 

12.50 

27.00 

1866  With  die  no. 

1.50 

3.00 

5.00 

7.00 

20.00 

1866  Without  die  no. 

1.50 

3.00 

5.00 

7.00 

20.00 
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Second  Young  Head 


Very 

Ex. 

% 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Unc. 

Proof 

1867 

$3.50 

$7.00 

$10.00 

$15.00 

$35.00 

$150.00 

1868 

3.50 

7.00 

10.00 

15.00 

35.00 

1869 

3.50 

7.00 

10.00 

15.00 

35.00 

1870 

3.50 

7.00 

10.00 

15.00 

35.00 

150.00 

1871  With  die  no. 

2.50 

6.00 

8.00 

11.00 

24.00 

150.00 

1871  Without  die  no. 

2.50 

6.00 

8.00 

11.00 

24.00 

150.00 

1872 

2.00 

4.00 

6.00 

8.00 

21.00 

1873 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

20.00 

1874 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

20.00 

1875 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

20.00 

1876 

3.25 

7.00 

10.00 

15.00 

35.00 

1877  With  die  no. 

3.00 

6.00 

9.00 

14.00 

35.00 

1877  Without  die  no. 

3.00 

6.00 

9.00 

14.00 

35.00 

1878 

1.50 

3.00 

5.00 

7.50 

20.00 

150.00 

1878  DRITANNIAR 

3.25 

7.00 

10.00 

15.00 

36.00 

1879  With  die  no. 

3.00 

6.00 

9.00 

14.00 

30.00 

1879  Without  die  no. 

2.00 

4.00 

6.00 

8.00 

21.00 

1880  Without  die  no. 

2.50 

6.00 

8.00 

11.00 

24.00 

Third  Young  Head 

Very 

Ex. 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Unc. 

Proof 

1880 

$2.00 

$4.00 

$6.00 

$8.00 

$20.00 

$140.00 

1881 

2.00 

4.00 

6.00 

8.00 

20.00 

175.00 

1882 

6.00 

10.00 

14.00 

20.00 

45.00 

1883 

2.00 

4.00 

7.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1884 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

17.00 

1885 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

17.00 

200.00 

1886 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

17.00 

200.00 

1887 

1.25 

2.50 

4.00 

7.00 

17.00 

140.00 

In  1887  the  design  on  the  English  coinage  was  changed  to 

celebrate 

the  golden  jubilee  of  the  Queen’s 

reign.  The 

new  des 

ign  for 

the  six- 

pence  was  engraved  by  Sir  J.  Boehm.  The  coins,  however,  were  found 
unsatisfactory  as  they  looked  very  much  like  the  half  sovereign  and 
were  often  gilt  and  passed  to  unsuspecting  people.  Coinage  of  this 
design  was  soon  suspended  and  the  coins  became  known  as  the  “with¬ 
drawn”  type,  although  it  is  doubtful  that  the  issue  was  ever  officially 
recalled. 

A  third  type  of  sixpence  was  issued  late  in  1887,  this  time  com¬ 
bining  the  Jubilee  obverse  with  a  reverse  similar  to  that  used  from 
1831  to  1887.  A  total  of  3,675,607  sixpences  were  coined  in  1887  but 
Mint  records  do  not  indicate  the  exact  number  minted  for  each  type. 
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The  Sons  of  Cnut 


Cnut,  the  Danish  usurper  who  succeeded  Aethelred  the  Unready  in 
1016,  died  twenty  years  later  at  the  age  of  forty.  As  our  study  of 
Cnut  in  the  March  1965  Journal  suggested,  a  longer  reign  for  Cnut 
or  a  lengthy  continuation  of  his  line  upon  the  English  throne  might 
have  greatly  altered  the  shape  of  English  history  in  the  years  to 
follow.  Under  the  rule  of  a  Danish  dynasty,  it  is  likely  that  England 
would  have  maintained  closer  ties  with  the  Scandinavian  nations 
instead  of  getting  involved  in  Continental  wars  and  being  drawn 
into  the  orbit  of  France. 

But  this  was  not  to  be.  Two  of  Cnut’s  sons  took  their  turns  upon 
the  English  throne.  Harold  Harefoot,  a  son  of  Cnut’s  first  wife,  reigned 
from  1035  to  1040.  Harthacnut,  the  son  of  Cnut’s  second  wife  (who 
was  also  the  widow  of  Aethelred),  reigned  from  1040  to  1042.  Upon 
Harthacnut’s  death,  the  crown  reverted  to  the  surviving  son  of 
Aethelred,  who  was  subsequently  known  as  Edward  the  Confessor. 

(If  this  seems  confusing  now,  think  how  chaotic  it  must  have  been 
to  Emma,  who  was  the  wife  of  two  kings,  Aethelred  and  Cnut,  and 
the  mother  of  two  kings,  Harthacnut  and  Edward.) 

Few  histories  have  very  much  to  say  about  Harold  or  Harthacnut. 
Neither  of  Cnut’s  reigning  sons  was  particularly  distinguished,  and 
nothing  momentous  happened  while  they  wore  the  English  crown. 
They  constitute  a  sort  of  gap  between  two  important  reigns,  that 
of  Cnut  and  that  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  But  neither  Harold  nor 
Harthacnut  is  wholly  without  interest,  either  as  historical  personages, 
English  rulers,  or  portraits  upon  small  silver  coins. 


HAROLD  HAREFOOT 
1035—1040 

Harold,  the  son  of  Cnut’s  first  marriage  to  Aelfgifu  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  was  named  Harefoot  either  because  he  had  one  foot  covered  with 
hair  or  because  he  was  very  fast  on  his  feet.  The  latter  explanation 
is  more  often  heard,  and  seems  to  fit  what  other  facts  we  have 
concerning  the  young  man.  It  is  known,  for  example,  that  he  was  very 
fond  of  hunting  and  spent  Sunday  mornings  not  in  church  but  in  the 
fields,  running  after  game  with  his  dogs. 
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Two  specimens  of  the  first  type  of  Harold  Harefoot’s  coinage,  with  the  diademed  bust 
facing  left  on  the  obverse  and  the  cross  of  four  jewels  on  the  reverse.  The  coin  on  the 
left  was  struck  at  Exeter,  the  piece  on  the  right  at  Lincoln.  Note  that  the  Lincoln  issue 
was  double  struck  on  the  reverse. 


Harold  may  or  may  not  have  been  legitimate,  depending  upon  which 
independent  chronicler  one  reads.  Whether  Aelfgifu  was  the  Danish 
usurper’s  wife  or  mistress  seems  uncertain,  and  there  was  even  a 
legend,  circulated  by  Harthacnut’s  partisans,  that  Harold  was  actually 
a  changeling  foisted  upon  a  gullible  Cnut  by  a  scheming  Aelfgifu. 
Most  modern  authorities  presently  regard  this  as  ridiculous. 

In  any  event,  Cnut’s  later  marriage  to  Emma  cut  Harold  out  of 
his  right  of  succession  in  England.  Cnut  and  Emma  established  a  line 
of  succession — children  of  Cnut’s  earlier  marriage  would  be  passed 
over,  children  of  Cnut  and  Emma  would  have  full  rights  to  the  throne, 
and  children  of  Emma’s  earlier  marriage  to  Aethelred  would  succeed 
in  the  event  that  no  sons  of  Cnut  and  Emma  were  available. 

Harold,  then,  should  have  been  out  in  the  cold  upon  Cnut’s  death. 
A  few  sources  suggest  that  Cnut  intended  him  to  have  Denmark, 
but  it  seems  more  likely  that  he  received  no  territory  through  his 
father’s  bequest.  Harthacnut  was  to  reign  over  England  and  Denmark, 
with  Harold’s  brother  Sweyn  ruling  in  Norway.  Primogeniture,  the 
system  of  passing  all  holdings  to  the  single  most  qualified  heir,  was 
an  imperfect  concept  at  the  time,  and  Cnut  did  not  attempt  to  keep 
all  his  lands  under  a  sole  sovereign,  nor  did  he  make  the  best  prep¬ 
arations  for  the  succession. 

Accordingly,  Harold  Harefoot  made  his  move  shortly  after  his 
father’s  death.  He  was  supported  throughout  the  northern  part  of 
England,  with  only  Wessex  favoring  his  half-brother  Harthacnut. 
Harold  was  two  years  older  than  Harthacnut,  who  must  have  been 
seventeen  or  eighteen  at  the  time;  in  addition,  Harold’s  mother  was 
a  Saxon,  while  Emma  was  a  Norman.  Thus  the  Anglo-Saxon  nobles 
ignored  Cnut’s  wishes  and  chose  the  man  who  seemed  to  them  more 
desirable  as  their  king.  The  great  earl  Godwine,  a  Machiavellian 


}  w 

mk ' 


On  the  left,  a  penny  of  Harold  with  the  legend  HAROLD  REC  and  the  diademed  bust 
in  armor  facing  left.  This  coin  was  struck  at  London,  with  EADPALD  DEALDA  as  Ihe 
moneyer.  The  coin  on  the  right,  struck  at  Maldon,  is  a  Inter  type  with  the  legend  read¬ 
ing  HAROLD  RECX. 
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character  active  behind  the  scenes  throughout  this  period,  pretended 
to  support  Harthacnut  while  actively  backing  Harold.  The  upshot  of 
all  of  this  maneuvering  was  clear  enough.  Harold  was  chosen  as  King, 
Harthacnut  was  stuck  in  Denmark,  and  Emma  was  given  lands  and 
various  rights  at  Winchester.  In  theory  Harthacnut  was  to  be  King 
in  Winchester,  ruling  over  Wessex,  but  he  never  appeared  to  claim 
this  right. 

Harold,  like  Napoleon,  placed  his  crown  on  his  own  head.  The  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  who  should  have  performed  this  office,  refused 
it  on  the  grounds  that  Harold  was  a  usurper.  He  threatened  any  bishop 
who  crowned  the  new  king  with  excommunication,  so  Harold  crowned 
himself  and  retaliated  by  giving  up  the  church  and  evidently  sub¬ 
siding  into  some  sort  of  paganism. 

This  didn’t  exactly  get  the  young  man’s  reign  off  to  a  superb  start. 
Shortly  thereafter,  Harold  committed  the  one  crime  which  has  stamped 
him  forever  a  villain.  His  kingship  was  then  an  uncertain  affair,  with 
turmoil  almost  inevitable  if  the  reluctant  Harthacnut  should  ever 
show  up,  and  with  two  of  Aethelred’s  sons  still  living  in  France. 
Harold  evidently  determined  to  limit  the  opposition  as  much  as  possible 
by  destroying  the  two  sons  of  Aethelred,  Alfred  and  Edward. 

According  to  one  source  Harold  himself  forged  a  letter  to  Alfred 
and  Edward  inviting  them  to  sail  to  England  and  overthrow  Harold. 
The  letter  was  ostensibly  from  Emma,  and  many  modern  authorities 
now  dismiss  the  story  that  it  was  a  forgery  and  suggest  that  Emma 
did  in  fact  invite  her  sons  of  Aethelred  to  make  their  bid  for  the 
crown.  Whatever  the  circumstances,  Alfred  took  up  the  invitation  and 
sailed  to  England  with  six  hundred  men  in  arms. 


This  coin  is  unusual  in  that  a  single-arched  helmet  is  shown  on  the  obverse.  This  late 
issue  of  Harold  Harefoot  was  struck  at  Thetford  by  the  moneyer  Eraric. 


The  earl  Godwine,  who  made  something  of  a  career  of  posing  as 
everyone’s  friend,  invited  Alfred  to  join  him  and  promptly  delivered 
him  up  to  King  Harold.  Alfred’s  troops  were  surprised  in  their  beds, 
and  Harold  worked  a  picturesque  variation  on  the  old  Roman  system 
of  decimation;  instead  of  executing  every  tenth  man,  he  spared  every 
tenth  man  and  put  the  rest  to  death.  Alfred  himself  was  locked  away 
in  the  monastery  at  Ely,  where  Harold  had  him  blinded.  The  young 
man  died  shortly  thereafter,  either  as  a  result  of  his  wounds,  at  the 
hand  of  an  unknown  assassin,  or  of  starvation. 

F’or  the  final  three  years  of  his  reign,  Harold’s  supremacy  in  Eng¬ 
land  was  unchallenged.  The  threat  of  a  Danish  invasion  under  Harth¬ 
acnut  was  always  on  the  horizon  but  never  materialized.  Queen  Emma 
fled  from  Winchester  to  Flanders  after  the  murder  of  Alfred  and 
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Harold  devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  ruling  his  lands,  an  occu¬ 
pation  for  which  he  had  no  special  talent.  He  lost  a  notable  battle 
to  the  Welsh  under  King  Gruff  yd  of  Gwynedd  and  won  a  decisive 
victory  at  Durham  over  Duncan’s  invading  army  of  Scots,  but  neither 
the  defeat  nor  the  victory  had  any  great  long-term  implications. 

The  coins  of  Harold  Harefoot  are  quite  similar  in  design  to  those 
of  his  father.  Like  Cnut,  Harold  struck  coins  at  a  large  number  of 
English  mints.  Issues  of  his  reign  are  scarce  today,  and  are  not  often 
offered  for  sale. 

Had  Harold  lived  longer,  he  might  well  have  earned  himself  a 
more  favorable  historical  reputation.  His  treatment  of  Alfred,  how¬ 
ever  foul,  was  by  no  means  unheard  of  in  those  heroic  times,  and 
many  a  monarch  had  a  similar  record  of  bloodletting  in  his  early  days. 
But  Harold  did  not  reign  long  enough  to  offset  his  black  deeds  with 
good  works,  and  he  was  further  handicapped  by  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  contemporary  history  was  written  by  scholars  partial  to  Emma 
and  the  Church,  and  thus  implacable  foes  of  Harold  Harefoot. 

Harold  married  (the  name  of  his  wife  is  lost  to  history)  but  died 
without  issue  on  Saint  Patrick’s  Day  in  1040.  He  was  buried  at  West¬ 
minster  in  the  chapel  where  Edward  the  Confessor  was  later  to  con¬ 
struct  Westminster  Abbey — but,  as  we  shall  see,  he  did  not  remain 
there  long. 


HARTHACNUT 

1040—1042 

When  the  Dowager  Queen  Emma  sailed  from  England  to  Flanders, 
she  kept  up  a  constant  barrage  of  letters  to  Harthacnut  in  Denmark, 
urging  her  son  to  assert  his  birthright  and  invade  England.  But 
Harthacnut  seems  to  have  had  an  extraordinary  capacity  for  re¬ 
sisting  his  mother’s  pleas.  Shortly  after  Cnut’s  death,  Harthacnut 
passed  up  his  chance  to  make  a  bid  for  England  and  instead  remained 
in  Scandinavia,  where  he  only  managed  to  lose  control  of  Norway. 
From  that  time  onward  he  lived  at  peace  in  Denmark  and  kept  putting 
off  the  opportunity  to  invade  England  and  drive  out  Harold  Harefoot. 


Early  pennies  of  Harthacnut  struck  at  Ilchester  and  Taunton.  Note  the  similarity  of 
this  reverse  to  the  reverse  of  Harold’s  first  issues. 


Finally  he  found  it  impossible  to  ignore  Emma  any  further.  He 
assembled  a  fleet  of  Danes.  His  sixty-two  ships  sailed  down  the 
Flanders  coast  and  docked  at  Bruges  in  the  fall  of  1039,  and  Harth¬ 
acnut  remained  there  for  the  winter,  feeling  that  the  spring  would 
be  a  more  propitious  time  to  make  the  crossing  and  launch  the 
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Another  penny  of  Harthacnut,  this  one  issued  at  Chester  by  the  moneyer  Leofpine.  Here 
the  king's  name  is  rendered  HARDCNVT. 


invasion.  Whether  he  would  in  fact  have  invaded  England  is  a  moot 
point.  He  never  had  to,  for  news  of  Harold’s  death  reached  him  before 
he  had  ordered  his  ships  to  sail,  and  he  ultimately  arrived  in  triumph 
in  June  of  1040.  The  nobles  of  the  Witan  dreaded  his  arrival  at  first, 
perhaps  because  they  feared  reprisals  for  their  support  of  Harold,  but 
matters  were  straightened  out  and  Harthacnut’s  election  was  unop¬ 
posed. 

The  first  royal  act  of  this  “king  who  devised  nothing  kingly”  was 
to  order  the  body  of  his  half-brother  Harold  disinterred  from  the 
burial  place  2ft  Westminster  and  thrown  unceremoniously  into  the 
Thames.  After  floating  around  for  several  days,  Harold  Harefoot  was 
borne  off  in  secret  by  a  group  of  Danes  who  buried  the  dishonored 
monarch  in  Southwark.  Such  a  glorious  beginning  rather  accurately 
foreshadowed  the  decorum  and  moderation  which  was  to  characterize 
the  brief  reign  of  Harthacnut. 

The  new  king  made  himself  instantly  unpopular  by  raising  an  in¬ 
tolerably  high  Danegeld — i.e.,  tribute  paid  by  the  Saxons  to  the  Danish 
overlords.  At  that  time  the  Danegeld  had  been  an  annual  tax  of  eight 
marks  for  each  rower  in  sixteen  Danish  ships,  and  Harthacnut  claimed 
the  same  rate  of  tax  for  all  sixty-two  of  his  ships,  thus  rendering  the 
Danegeld  approximately  four  times  as  heavy  as  it  had  formerly  been. 
The  tax  was  particularly  difficult  to  raise  because  a  hurricane  the 
former  year  had  greatly  reduced  the  grain  harvest  and  impoverished 
the  country. 

The  shire  of  Worcester  resisted  the  tax,  rioting  in  protest  and 
murdering  two  of  the  knights  Harthacnut  had  sent  to  collect  the 
tribute.  The  king  took  heavy  revenge,  raising  an  army  under  Godwine 
and  Leofric  and  commanding  them  to  make  sauce  of  Worcestershire. 
While  most  of  the  inhabitants  escaped  death,  great  sections  of  the 
province  were  laid  waste. 

Little  record  remains  of  the  rest  of  Harthacnut’s  reign.  He  was 
responsible  for  the  treacherous  murder  of  a  Bernician  earl  who  had 


A  pair  of  unpublished  types  of  Harthacnut.  Both  were  coined  at  London,  the  piece  on 
the  left  by  Aslac,  the  other  by  Ma  Naigni.  The  first  gives  the  king’s  name  as  HARDA- 
CNVT,  the  second  as  HARDECNV.  Both  are  excessively  rare. 
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been  a  partisan  of  Harold,  and  he  was  known  to  have  sold  a  bishopric 
in  Durham  for  a  high  price. 

Harthacnut  issued  a  variety  of  coins,  similar  in  style  and  design 
to  those  of  his  immediate  predecessors.  His  issues  are  all  quite  scarce 
and  bring  high  prices. 

In  June,  1042,  just  two  years  after  his  accession  to  the  throne,  the 
twenty-five  year  old  King  Harthacnut  went  to  a  wedding  feast  given 
by  the  Danish  nobleman  Osgod  Clapa  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter 
Gyda  to  Tofig  the  Proud.  “He  died  as  he  stood  at  his  drink,”  according 
to  the  chronicler,  and  fell  to  the  ground  in  a  horrid  convulsion,  ex¬ 
piring  shortly  thereafter  without  having  spoken  a  word.  He  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Edward,  the  son  of  Aethelred,  whom  he  had  brought  over 
from  Normandy  and  established  as  his  heir.  Harthacnut  was  buried 
at  the  Minster  at  Winchester  along  with  his  father  Cnut;  for  years 
after  his  death,  its  anniversary  was  celebrated  by  the  English  as  Hog’s 
Tide  or  Hock  Wednesday  as  a  commemoration  of  their  deliverance 
from  the  Danes. 

With  the  death  of  Harthacnut,  the  throne  reverted  to  the  issue  of 
Aethelred  in  the  person  of  Edward  the  Confessor.  England  passed 
from  Danish  hands  into  Saxon  hands  well  mixed  with  strong  Norman 
influences.  Edward’s  mother,  Emma,  was  Norman,  and  Edward’s  long 
exile  in  Normandy  had  given  the  young  man  a  distinctly  French 
orientation.  It  was  his  accession  which  greatly  paved  the  way  for  the 
eventual  invasion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  and  the  removal  of  Eng¬ 
land  into  the  French  sphere  of  influence. 
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Canadian  Bank  Tokens 


1837-1857 


By  1837  the  copper  currency  in 
Lower  Canada 4had  fallen  to  such 
a  state  that  anything  in  copper 
or  brass  the  size  of  a  halfpenny 
would  pass  for  one.  In  Upper 
Canada  things  were  little  better. 
In  addition  to  the  tons  of  black¬ 
smith  and  light-weight  brass 
pieces  and  “bad  sous,”  as  the 
bouquet  sous  came  to  be  called, 
foreign  coppers  circulated  in 
small  amounts.  The  Austrian 
kreuzer  of  1816,  the  Danish  skill¬ 
ing  of  1771,  Spanish  pieces  of  8 
maravedis,  Portuguese  pieces  of 
10  reis,  and  others  were  occa¬ 
sionally  found.  The  large  Ameri¬ 
can  cent  was  freely  accepted  be¬ 
cause  of  its  good  weight. 

Late  in  1837  the  Bank  of  Mont¬ 


real  was  permitted  to  import 
£5000  Halifax  currency  in  copper 
coin,  provided  that  the  other 
banks  participated  in  the  issue. 
Otherwise  the  importation  was 
to  be  half  that  amount.  All  the 
banks  agreed,  and  the  order  was 
placed  with  Boulton  &  Watt  of 
Birmingham.  The  Bank  of  Mont¬ 
real  imported  £2000,  and  each  of 
the  other  banks  £1000.  The  con¬ 
signment  broke  down  as  follows: 

Bank  of  Montreal — 240,000  pen¬ 
nies  and  480,000  halfpennies, 
£2000  Halifax  Currency;  Banque 
du  Peuple — 120,000  pennies  and 
240,000  halfpennies,  £1000  Hali¬ 
fax  Currency;  Quebec  Bank — 120,- 
000  pennies  and  240,000  halfpen¬ 
nies,  £1000  Halifax  Currency; 


Habitant  tokens  show  the  name  of  the 
issuing  bank  on  the  ribbons  below  the  shield. 
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City  Bank — 120,000  pennies  and 
240,000  halfpennies,  £1000  Hali¬ 
fax  Currency.  Total  Issue — 600,- 
000  pennies  and  1,200,000  half¬ 
pennies,  £5000  Halifax  Currency. 

These  are  the  Habitant  tokens, 
so  called  because  they  feature  a 
habitant  in  traditional  winter  cos¬ 
tume  on  the  obverse,  with  the 
arms  of  Montreal  on  the  reverse. 
The  coins  were  once  called  Papi- 
neaus  because  they  were  thought 
to  portray  Louis  Joseph  Papineau, 
the  leader  of  the  Rebellion  of 
1837,  as  a  habitant.  Papineau 
often  wore  this  colourful  costume. 
All  the  banks  agreed  to  a  common 
design  as  a  condition  of  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  issue,  the  bank  name 
appearing  in  incuse  letters  on  the 
ribbon  below  the  shield  of  arms. 

The  Habitant  tokens  are  among 
the  best  of  Boulton  &  Watt’s 
colonial  mintages,  and  their  good 
quality  and  Canadian  design  made 
them  instantly  popular.  Proofs 
exist  for  all  four  banks.  The  half¬ 
pennies  vary  only  in  the  lettering 
of  the  inscriptions.  They  are 
numerous,  taking  such  forms  as 
missing  and  re-cut  serifs  and  dif¬ 
ferent  styles  of  the  S  in  BAS  and 
SOU.  The  S  may  be  upright  or  in¬ 
verted,  or  show  top  and  bottom 
curves  of  equal  size. 

The  pennies  of  all  the  banks 
were  struck  from  two  obverse 
dies.  The  first  shows  the  ground 
under  the  man’s  feet  extending 
beyond  the  left  foot.  This  is  the 
‘Targe  ground”  type.  The  “small 
ground”  type  shows  a  smaller, 
lightly  cut  patch  of  ground  end¬ 
ing  at  the  left  foot.  There  are 
minor  variations  in  such  aspects 
as  the  whiplash,  the  arrangement 
of  the  shamrocks,  and  the  letter¬ 
ing. 

In  1838,  the  amount  of  Habitant 
tokens  proving  insufficient,  the 
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Bank  of  Montreal  ordered  a 
further  120,000  pennies  and  240,- 
000  halfpennies  from  Cotterill 
Hill  &  Co.  of  Walsall,  England. 
The  design  is  a  corner  view  of  the 
bank  building  on  the  obverse,  with 
the  arms  of  Montreal  on  the  re- 


rare.  Although  the  Bank  of  Mont¬ 
real  returned  both  issues  in  their 
entirety,  they  obviously  were  not 
all  melted  up  on  their  arrival 
at  Walsall.  Specimens  repeatedly 
turned  up  in  nearby  Birmingham 
and  came  to  Canada,  where  they 


The  “side  view”  tokens  were  rejected 
because  of  their  crude  design. 


verse.  On  receiving  the  shipment, 
the  bank  immediately  returned  it 
as  unsatisfactory.  The  copper  was 
brassy  and  the  workmanship  in¬ 
ferior  to  that  of  the  tokens  of 

1837.  The  obverse  had  a  rather 
clumsy  perspective  view  of  the 
bank,  with  very  odd-looking  trees. 
The  arms  of  the  reverse  were 
rather  crude,  with  the  name  of 
the  bank  on  the  ribbon  in  relief 
and  in  very  crude  lettering.  The 
borders  were  dished. 

The  bank  repeated  the  order  in 
1839,  sending  to  Walsall  a  penny 
of  1837  for  use  as  a  model.  This 
second  issue,  dated  1839,  was  like¬ 
wise  refused  by  the  bank.  The 
bank  management  thought  the 
issue  of  1839  worse  than  that  of 

1838.  This  is  a  debatable  point. 
Though  there  was  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  look  of  the  building, 
the  arms  were  better  drawn,  and 
the  bank  name  on  the  ribbon  was 
incuse  and  in  neater  lettering. 
The  dished  borders  were  elimi¬ 
nated,  and  the  coins  were  struck 
in  pure  copper. 

These  “Side  View”  tokens  are 


were  sold  at  high  prices.  No  fewer 
than  22  pennies  and  25  half¬ 
pennies  were  in  the  famous 
W.  W.  C.  Wilson  sale.  Courteau 
describes  three  varieties  of  the 
halfpenny  of  1838,  three  of  the 
halfpenny  of  1839,  and  two  each 
of  the  pennies  of  1838  and  1839. 
Specimens  of  every  variety  enum¬ 
erated  by  Courteau  have  come 
under  the  hammer  in  recent  years. 
It  can  thus  be  seen  that  the  “Side 
View”  tokens  cannot  be  called 
extremely  rare.  Nevertheless  they 
are  uncommon,  and  their  popu¬ 
larity  among  collectors  of  Cana¬ 
dian  Colonial  coins  assures  a  high 
price. 

One  explanation  for  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  the  rare  1839  penny  with 
the  name  of  the  Banque  du  Peuple 
on  the  ribbon  is  that  the  en¬ 
gravers  at  Walsall  may  have  fol¬ 
lowed  too  closely  the  design  of  the 
1837  penny  sent  to  them  by  the 
bank  as  a  model.  It  is  believed 
that  a  Banque  du  Peuple  penny 
was  inadvertently  sent  as  a  model, 
and  that  a  die  was  made  with  the 
name  of  the  Banque  du  Peuple 
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and  put  into  service  before  the 
error  was  noticed. 

The  next  issue  was  that  of  the 
“Front  View”  tokens  of  1842  and 
1844.  In  the  meantime  the  Re¬ 
bellion  of  1 837  had  been  put  down, 
the  government  reformed,  and 
Upper  and  Lower  Canada  re¬ 
united.  The  Bank  of  Montreal 
received  the  right  to  coin  copper, 
and  was  authorized  to  import 
£5000  Halifax  Currency  in  copper 
coins  at  any  time  before  1845.  The 
bank  returned,  sadder  and  wiser, 
to  Boulton  &  Watt  for  the  coin¬ 
age.  The  first  issue  comprised 
240,000  pennies  and  480,000  half¬ 
pennies  in  1842.  There  followed 
an  issue  of  1,440,000  halfpennies 
in  1844.  The  bank  was  allowed 
to  import  another  576,000  half¬ 
pennies  in  1845  if  required,  and 
dies  dated  1845  were  actually  pre- 


of  bricks  dividing  the  upper  from 
the  middle  story).  The  left  tree 
is  distorted,  as  if  tossed  about  by 
a  stiff  wind.  This  type  is  scarce, 
especially  dated  1842. 

The  second,  or  “Heavy  Trees” 
type,  has  short,  bushy  trees  which 
do  not  reach  the  upper  string 
course.  The  TRE  of  MONTREAL 
is  close  to  the  pavement,  and  a 
short  line  extends  up  from  the 
base  of  the  left  fence  at  the  end. 
The  third  is  known  as  the  “Small 
Trees”  type.  Its  trees  are  short 
and  show  less  foliage  than  those 
of  the  second.  The  TRE  of  MONT¬ 
REAL  is  well  away  from  the 
pavement.  The  reverses  of  the 
halfpennies  vary  in  the  shape  of 
the  beaver’s  nose  and  in  the  let¬ 
tering. 

The  penny  varies  in  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  porch  and  front  door 


The  “front  view”  tokens  were  the  last 
issue  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal. 


pared,  but  for  some  reason  the 
bank  did  not  proceed.  Only  two 
specimens  dated  1845  are  known. 

These  “Front  View”  tokens  de¬ 
pict  on  the  obverse  a  front  eleva¬ 
tion  of  the  bank  building,  flanked 
by  trees,  with  the  arms  of  Mont¬ 
real  on  the  reverse.  The  half¬ 
pennies,  each  date,  were  struck 
from  three  obverse  dies  varying 
chiefly  in  the  size  and  shape  of  the 
trees.  The  first,  the  “Tall  Trees” 
type,  has  trees  reaching  the  upper 
string  course  (the  projecting  line 


of  the  building,  and  in  the  letter¬ 
ing.  The  rare  “Front  View”  penny 
of  1837  is  a  mule  struck  from  dies 
quite  different  from  any  of  the 
dies  used  to  strike  the  obverse  of 
the  1842  penny  or  the  reverse  of 
the  City  Bank  penny  of  1837.  It  is 
lighter  in  weight  than  either  of 
the  regular  issues,  for  which  no 
explanation  has  yet  been  made. 

In  1849,  after  the  burning  of 
the  Parliament  Buildings  in  Mont¬ 
real,  the  capital  of  Canada  was 
moved  to  Toronto,  and  the  Bank 
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of  Upper  Canada  began  to  receive 
the  government  deposits.  This 
bank,  founded  in  1818,  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  tight-fisted  clique  who 
ran  it  for  their  own  benefit  until 
1838,  when  it  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
organize  on  a  less  exclusive  basis. 
It  became  the  government  bank  in 
1850,  and  thus  gained  the  right 
to  issue  copper  coin. 

Its  first  importation  was  £2500 
sterling  in  pennies  and  the  same 
amount  in  halfpennies  dated  1850. 
The  second  issue,  dated  1852,  was 
in  the  same  amount.  A  third  issue 
in  1854  was  also  of  the  same 
amount.  The  coins  were  ordered 
from  the  Royal  Mint  in  London, 
but  the  order  was  farmed  out  to 
Ralph  Heaton  &  Co.  of  Birming¬ 
ham  because  the  Royal  Mint  was 
working  at  full  capacity  supply¬ 
ing  England’s  rapidly  growing 
economy  with  coin  in  all  metals. 
The  Heaton  mint,  busy  with 
Colonial  orders  especially  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  Boulton  & 
Watt  firm  in  1848,  was  unable  to 
attend  to  the  bank’s  order  right 
away.  The  resulting  delay  meant 
that  the  issues  dated  1850 
and  1852  arrived  together.  The 
issues  of  1854  and  1857  arrived 
promptly.  The  issue  of  1857  was  of 
£5000  sterling  in  pennies  and  the 
same  amount  in  halfpennies. 

The  amounts  of  each  issue  were 
as  follows: 


1850 — 750,000  pennies  and  1,- 
500,000  halfpennies,  £2500  sterling 
of  each;  1852 — 750,000  pennies 
and  1,500,000  halfpennies,  £2500 
sterling  of  each;  1854 — 750,000 
pennies  and  1,500,000  halfpennies, 
£2500  sterling  of  each;  1857 — 1,- 
500,000  pennies  and  3,000,000 
halfpennies,  £5000  sterling  of 
each.  Total — 3,750,000  pennies  and 
7,500,000  halfpennies,  £12500  ster¬ 
ling  of  each. 

The  coins  depict  on  the  obverse 
the  famous  Pistrucci  portrayal  of 
St.  George  and  the  dragon,  with 
the  old  seal  of  the  province  of 
Upper  Canada  on  the  reverse. 
Proofs  were  made  of  both  de¬ 
nominations  each  year.  Courteau 
lists  an  enormous  number  of 
minor  variations  such  as  re-cut 
serifs,  missing  serifs,  suction 
marks,  weak  strikes,  and  random 
dots.  Evidently  the  coins  were 
made  in  haste. 

There  are,  however,  some  sig¬ 
nificant  varieties.  The  1852  half¬ 
penny  exists  with  a  straight  or 
upset  reverse.  There  is  a  scarce 
variety  of  the  halfpenny  of  1854 
with  a  crosslet  4  in  the  date.  The 
penny  of  1850  has  a  scarce  variety 
with  a  large  dot  between  the  ends 
of  the  cornucopiae.  It  is  not  an 
accidental  dot,  but  one  made  to 
balance  that  portion  of  the  design. 

The  penny  of  1852  comes  with 
four  different  types  of  2  in  the 


St.  George  tokens  were  issued  in  halfpenny  and 
penny  denominations  from  1850  through  1857. 
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date.  The  “Small  2”  variety  has  a 
straight  reverse.  The  “Narrow  2” 
variety  has  an  upset  reverse.  The 
“Large  2”  variety  has  a  straight 
or  upset  reverse.  The  “Wide  2” 
type  has  a  straight  reverse.  The 
penny  of  1854  has  a  scarce 
variety  with  a  crosslet  4  in  the 
date.  This  is  not  as  scarce  as  the 
corresponding  halfpenny. 

The  copper  coinage  of  the  Bank 
of  Upper  Canada  was  too  much 
for  the  colony  to  assimilate,  and 
large  numbers  remained  in  the 
vaults  unissued.  Much  of  the  1857 
issue  never  circulated  because  the 
decimal  system  was  adopted  the 
following  year.  When  the  bank 


amount  in  halfpennies.  The  ship¬ 
ment  was  short  in  that  it  con¬ 
tained  £1000  Halifax  Currency  of 
each  denomination,  20%  less  than 
requested.  Permission  to  import 
the  difference  plus  another  £1000 
sterling  of  each  was  refused,  how¬ 
ever,  because  of  plans  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  decimal  system,  and  a 
desire  for  as  nearly  uniform  a 
copper  coinage  as  possible  in  the 
meantime. 

The  Quebec  Bank  tokens  were 
struck  by  Ralph  Heaton  &  Co.  of 
Birmingham,  and  240,000  pennies 
and  480,000  halfpennies  were 
issued.  The  obverse  depicts  the 
habitant  as  used  for  the  bank 


Quebec  Bank  tokens  used  the  Habitant  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  showed  the  beautiful  arms  of  the  city  of  Quebec. 


failed  in  1867,  eleven  tons  of  these 
tokens  were  found  in  the  vaults 
in  their  pristine  condition.  These 
were  sold  as  bullion  to  be  melted 
up,  but  the  number  of  specimens 
seen  to-day  in  all  their  pristine 
beauty  suggests  that  they  did  not 
all  reach  the  melting  pot. 

Meanwhile,  in  1851,  the  Quebec 
Bank  had  sought  permission  to 
import  copper  for  use  in  Quebec. 
This  request  was  refused  because 
of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada’s 
promise  to  land  a  portion  of  their 
1852  issue  at  Quebec.  This  proved 
insufficient,  and  so  the  Quebec 
Bank  was  allowed  to  import  £1000 
sterling  in  pennies  and  the  same 


tokens  of  1837.  The  reverse  shows 
the  arms  of  the  city  of  Quebec, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
designs  appearing  in  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Colonial  series.  There  are  no 
varieties  of  any  real  significance. 

The  Bank  tokens  continued  in 
use  after  the  decimal  system  was 
established,  but  60  and  120  to  the 
dollar,  that  being  their  legal  value 
since  they  were  issued  on  the 
Halifax  Currency  standard.  In 
1870,  to  end  the  resulting  con¬ 
fusion,  the  Dominion  government 
raised  their  value  to  50  and  100 
to  the  dollar.  At  these  values 
the  bank  tokens  circulated  until 
nearly  1890. 
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THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  MEXICAN 
DECIMAL  COINS 

This  is  the  fourth  of  a  series  of  articles  on  the  market  conditions  and 
the  availability  of  the  decimal  coins  of  Mexico.  Each  denomination  is 
being  covered,  beginning  with  the  One  Centavo  series,  running  through 
the  2-5-10  Peso  series,  then  the  Gold,  and  Coins  of  the  Revolution. 

We  have  one  purpose  in  these  articles — to  give  you  the  sort  of  infor¬ 
mation  that  cannot  be  found  in  any  catalog:  facts  about  past  and 
present  market  conditions  of  each  type  and  its  important  dates,  and 
comments  about  their  potential  for  the  future.  We  have  found  that  coin 
values  are  not  determined  by  mintage  alone,  nor  do  they  always  follow 
trend  or  catalog  values.  Often  such  factors  as  their  chemical  reaction 
to  the  climate  of  the  country,  their  acceptance  or  rejection  by  the  popu¬ 
lace  at  time  of  issue,  the  discovery  of  small  hoards,  and  similar 
factors  determine  to  a  great  extent  their  present  availability,  and  thus 
their  value.  One  type  in  this  month’s  series  was  used  extensively  in 
Mexico  at  one  time  for  shirt  buttons,  partially  accounting  for  its  pres¬ 
ent  scarcity.  Let’s  take  a  close  look  at  all  of  Mexico’s  Ten  Centavo 
coins  this  time  and  see  if  we  can  uncover  some  more  surprises. 


The  Ten  Centavo  Series.  1863-1966 


The  coinage  of  Ten  Centavos  in 
the  period  1863-1870  is  shown 
in  the  accompanying  diagram. 
Beginning  in  April,  1863,  a 
small  number  of  the  Cap  and 
Rays  type,  probably  patterns, 
were  struck  at  the  Mexico  mint, 
and  in  October,  1863,  mintage 
of  the  Eagle  &  Wreath  type 
began  at  the  San  Luis  Potosi 
mint.  Mintage  of  both  types 
was  interrupted'  by  the  Ten 
Centavos  of  Maximilian,  which 
was  struck  at  these  mints  as  well 
as  Guanajuato  and  Zacatecas  in 
the  period  1864  through  1866. 
Regular  coinage  of  the  Cap  & 
Rays  type  began  then  at  the  M" 
mint  in  1867  and  the  P1  mint  in 


1868.  The  Chihuahua  mint  struck 
the  Eagle  &  Wreath  type  from 
1868  through  1870,  and  in  1869 
and  1870  the  other  mints  began 
to  introduce  the  regular  coinage 
that  continued  through  1897. 
With  a  few  minor  exceptions 
coinage  of  the  Ten  Centavos 
closely  parallels  that  of  the  Five 
Centavos  for  this  period. 

m  EAGLE  &  WREATH  1863- 
1870.  This  type  is  easily  divided 
into  two  groups — the  rare  1863 
S.L.P.,  and  the  scarce  1868,  1869, 
1870  CA  pieces.  The  1863  S.L.P. 
was  minted  for  less  than  three 
months,  and  it  very  seldom  turns 
up  in  any  condition.  It  is  very 
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high  on  the  want  lists  of  advanced 
Mexican  specialists  and  will  bring 
several  times  the  price  of  the  CA 


pieces.  In  late  1965  an  AU  1863 
S.L.P.  10<^  brought  $80  at  auc¬ 
tion;  today  it  would  probably 
bring  over  $100. 

Mintage  of  the  1868-1870  CA 
pieces  is  about  50,000 ;  and  the 
type  very  seldom  turns  up.  They 
all  have  very  low  relief  and  a  low, 
lopsided  rim.  A  VG  or  better 


pieces.  Although  it  is  higher  than 
the  5 $  of  Maximilian  in  mo§t  cat¬ 
alogs,  it  is  much  more  common — 
dealers  are  offered  many  of  the 
10 $  for  each  5$  that  turns  up. 
Like  the  other  two  major  10$ 
types  of  the  1860’s,  the  Maximil¬ 
ian  10</;  has  very  poor  rims,  so 
wear  on  the  coin  is  usually  heavy 
and  uneven,  resulting  in  an  aver¬ 
age  unattractive  Fair  or  G  coin. 

The  M"  pieces  are  the  most 
common;  G°  are  scarcer,  and  the 
P1  and  Zs  are  very  scarce.  Low 
grades  of  M°  and  G°  sell  at  $3  to 
$8  and  VF  or  better  will  bring 
$15  or  more.  In  early  1965  a  BU 
pair  of  Maximilian  5$  and  10^ 
easily  brought  $75,  and  in  early 
1966  a  BU  pair  with  an  AU  1$ 


Early  Ten  Centavo  Types  1863-1870 
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The  mints  shown  are 

Chihuahua 

(CA),  Culiacan 

(CN),  Guanajuato 

(G°),  Mexico  (M°), 

Potosi  (P1),  and  Zacatecas  (Zs).  Maximilian  coins  show  only  the  first  letter  as  a  mint- 
mark.  The  other  five  mints  also  struck  the  regular  type  during  most  years  from  1871 
to  1897. 


easily  brings  over  $15,  and  F  or 
better  brings  from  $20  up.  De¬ 
mand  is  so  great  for  top-grade 
type  coins  that  all  three  low- 
mintage  10$  types  of  the  1860’s, 
the  Cap  &  Rays,  Maximilian,  and 
Eagle  &  Wreath,  will  bring  sur¬ 
prisingly  high  prices  in  XF  or 
better. 

10$  MAXIMILIAN  1861^-1866. 
Mintage  figures  are  not  available, 
but  the  availability  of  this  type 
indicates  a  total  issue  of  several 
hundred  thousand  to  a  million 


changed  hands  among  dealers  for 
a  little  more  than  that.  The  P' 
and  Zs  bring  over  $10  in  G-VG, 
and  considerably  more  in  F  or 
better.  So  few  turn  up  in  top 


grades  that  it  is  difficult  to  set 
prices  on  them — a  sharp  coin  of 
Pr  or  Zs  should  be  purchased  at 
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any  price  you  feel  is  not  out¬ 
rageous. 

10 $  CAP  &  RAYS  1863-1869. 
This  Ten  Centavo  type  of  Mexico 
was  struck  at  the  M°  and  P1 
mints,  with  a  mintage  total  that 
was  probably  less  than  100,000. 
At  least  one  specimen  of  the  1863 
M°  is  known  to  exist,  but  it  is 
considered  to  be  a  pattern.  None 
of  the  other  normal  date/mint 
combinations  commands  much 
premium  over  any  other  in  the 
United  States  because  demand  is 
great  for  all  dates  as  type  coins. 
However,  the  1868/7  of  both  M° 
and  P1  bring  a  slight  premium. 

Very  few  of  tfre  type  turn  up, 
and  those  that  do  are  generally  in 
poor  to  fair  condition.  A  nice 
G-VG  piece  sells  easily  for  over 
$10,  and  F-XF  will  bring  over 
$20.  The  1868/7  P1  brings  a  little 
above  these  prices.  In  late  1965 
we  acquired  an  uncatalogued 
overdate,  the  1868/7  M°,  which 
we  sold  at  about  the  same  price 


as  the  normal  1868  M".  T.  V.  But- 
trey  told  us  that  he  had  heard  of 
one  other,  and  since  then  we  ac¬ 
quired  a  BU  1868/7  M°  which  we 
sold  to  a  dealer  at  between  $50 
and  $100. 

10 <t  REGULAR  ISSUE  1869- 
1897.  By  the  late  1860’s,  several 
types  of  minor  coinage  were  in 
circulation  in  Mexico — the  Cap  & 
Rays,  Maximilian,  Eagle  & 
Wreath,  the  older  reales  system 
coins,  and  a  profusion  of  copper 
coins  of  the  various  states.  To 
standardize  the  coinage,  the  new 


regular  issue  types  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  1869,  and  soon  all  the 
mints  cooperated  and  began  strik¬ 
ing  only  the  new  types.  The  104 
pieces  were  struck  at  11  mints, 
and  the  total  mintage  of  the  type 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  25 
million. 

Demand  is  strong  for  a  VF  or 
better  type  coin  regardless  of 


date  or  mint,  so  VF  to  BU  com¬ 
mon  dates  will  bring  $1  to  $5. 
Late-date  CA,  CN,  G°,  M°,  and  Zs 
pieces  are  common;  D°,  GA,  H°, 
and  Pr  are  not  uncommon;  and 
the  As  are  somewhat  scarce.  The 
very  scarce  0A  pieces  seldom 
turn  up  and  they  bring  from 
$25  up  in  any  condition.  Since 
the  publication  of  Buttrey’s 
A  Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Decimal 
Coins  in  1963,  many  collectors 
have  worked  on  the  entire  series 
by  date  and  mint,  so  scarce 
combinations  soon  began  to 
bring  much  higher  prices  than 
those  given  by  Buttrey.  Whitman 
will  soon  publish  the  second  edi¬ 
tion  of  Buttrey’s  catalog,  so  this 
is  a  good  time  to  pick  up  scarcer 
coins  of  the  series — prices  should 
rise  even  further  with  renewed 
interest  in  the  series.  Many  new 
date/ mint/ assayer/ overdate  com¬ 
binations  have  been  discovered 
since  1963,  so  older  collectors  may 
find  holes  in  their  sets  that  they 
did  not  know  of  before. 

104  RESTYLED  EAGLE  1898- 
1905.  In  1898  Mexico  adopted  a 
more  modern  eagle  that  was  to 
continue  on  its  minor  coins  until 
the  currency  reform  of  1905.  The 
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total  mintage  of  the  10$  of  this 
period  was  about  six  million,  so 
most  of  the  28  date/mint/assayer 
combinations  have  a  mintage  of 


400,000  or  less.  A  single  BU  type 
coin  sells  for  up  to  $6,  and  de¬ 
mand  is  strong  for  VF  or  better 
in  the  dates  with  mintages  of  less 
than  100,000.  The  scarce  1898 
CXM,  with  a  mintage  of  just  un¬ 
der  10,000,  will  easily  bring  over 
$5  in  any  collectible  condition. 

A  look  at  the  mintages  given  in 
Buttrey’s  catalog  indicates  that  a 
complete  set  of  this  type  in  VF 
or  better,  preferably  all  BU, 
should  be  a  very  good  investment. 
Most  collectors  tend  to  overlook 
this  unusual  low-mintage  series  in 
favor  of  the  larger  coins,  and  a 
great  many  of  these  early  10$ 
coins  have  been  melted  for  their 
high  silver  content  (.9027).  Here 
is  a  series  that  is  underrated — it 
should  appreciate  substantially  in 
coming  months,  especially  in  BU 
condition. 


1906  and  1907  together  make  up 
nearly  half  the  total  mintage  of 
the  type.  None  of  the  other  dates 
is  particularly  scarce,  although 
there  are  small  premiums  on  the 
first  date,  1905  (3.9  million)  and 
the  lowest  mintage  dates  1912 
and  1913  (1.3  and  2.0  million). 
Any  date  in  VF  or  better  will 
bring  $1  as  a  type  coin,  and  a 
sharp  BU  will  bring  $5.  The  1912 
in  BU  will  bring  up  to  $10.  The 
fairly  high  mintage  of  the  type 
indicates  that  VF-XF  should 
probably  remain  steady  for  some 
time,  but  BU  should  appreciate 
steadily.  The  nine-coin  set  in  BU 
condition  should  be  a  very  good 
investment  while  several  dates 
are  commonly  available  and  the 
others  are  not  too  difficult.  A  year 
from  now  it  will  be  very  hard  to 
locate  all  the  dates  for  a  top- 
grade  set. 

10 $  TYPE  II  1919.  Rising  sil¬ 
ver  prices  in  1919  forced  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  size  of  Mexico’s  silver 


10(f-  TYPE  I  1905-1 9 H.  The 
20th  Century  types  will  be  desig¬ 
nated  by  Utberg  numbers.  The 
first  of  these  is  an  .800  fine  coin 
that  is  somewhat  similar  in  size 
and  appearance  to  the  earlier  10$ 


types — total  mintage  of  the  10$ 
Type  I  was  over  33  million,  most 
of  which  have  been  melted  for 
their  high  silver  content.  The 


coins,  resulting  in  several  one- 
and  two-year  types  bearing  the 
dates  1918  and  1919.  The  lowest 
denomination  of  this  group  is  the 
little  silver  10$  of  1919,  with  a 
mintage  of  8.36  million.  Although 
it  is  one  of  the  scarcest  20th 
Century  Mexico  types  in  VF  or 
better,  the  1919  turns  up  in  lots 
of  the  similar  type  dated  1925- 
1935,  so  dealers  in  Mexico  acquire 
them  at  about  bullion  value  and 
sometimes  sell  them  very  cheaply 
to  dealers  in  the  U.S.  Thus  the 
price  can  be  high  or  low,  depend¬ 
ing  mainly  upon  the  number  of 
hands  the  coin  passed  through  be- 
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fore  you  purchased  it.  We  have 
openly  offered,  as  has  another 
major  dealer  in  Mexican  coins,  to 
purchase  all  the  inexpensive  10<? 
Type  II  that  anyone  can  supply, 
but  we  have  had  no  significant 
response,  indicating  the  scarcity 
of  the  item. 

A  G-VG  will  sell  at  $1  to  $2,  a 
F  at  $3  to  4,  and  VF  to  XF  are 
usually  in  the  $6  to  $9  range.  A 
few  BU  have  appeared  in  the  $15 
to  $30  range  in  the  past  year,  and 
at  $15  to  $20  they  are  snapped  up 
by  dealers.  The  purchase  of  low 
grades  for  investment  is  not  rec¬ 
ommended,  but  VF  to  BU  should 
be  very  sound.  The  spotty  supply 
at  today’s  reasonable  prices  can¬ 
not  long  keep  up  with  the  heavy 
demand  for  sharp  type  coins. 

104  TYPE  III  1919-1935.  As 
silver  prices  continued  to  rise  in 
1919,  even  the  small  new  10<j 


coins  were  forced  out  of  circula¬ 
tion,  so  Mexico  issued  its  first 
bronze  10<£.  The  type  was  issued 
in  the  3  years  1919-1921,  and 
again  in  1935,  when  silver  rose 
rapidly  on  the  world  market. 
Total  mintage  of  the  type  is  about 
16  million,  broken  down  as  fol¬ 
lows:  1919  ‘(1.2  million),  1920 
(6.6  million),  1921  (2.3  million), 
and  1935  (6.0  million).  A  very 
small  percentage  of  these  large 
bronze  coins  survive  in  any  con¬ 
dition.  They  are  so  different  from 
any  other  Mexican  10<^  types  that 


as  soon  as  they  were  demonetized 
they  were  easily  picked  out  by 
bank  tellers  and  sent  to  be 
melted.  The  1919  through  1921 
circulated  heavily  until  the  new 
silver  type  appeared  in  1925,  so 
the  few  that  turn  up  are  usually 
well  worn  or  nicked.  The  1935 
pieces  are  usually  in  VF  condi¬ 
tion  or  better  because  they  cir¬ 
culated  only  a  short  while — they 
were  gradually  retired  from  cir¬ 
culation  beginning  in  March,  1936. 

This  is  one  of  the  very  scarce 
Mexican  types  in  BU  condition. 
The  common  date,  1935,  will  sell 
easily  for  $35  in  BU,  and  for  $6 
to  $10  in  VF-XF  condition.  The 
1920  and  1921  will  bring  several 
dollars  each  in  their  average  con¬ 
dition  of  VG  or  so,  and  about  50% 
higher  prices  than  the  1935  in 
higher  conditions.  The  1919  is 
scarce  in  any  decent  condition,  so 
a  nice  VF-XF  will  bring  $15  to 


$25.  A  few  BU  turn  up  ana  reaa- 
ily  bring  $65  or  more.  All  the 
dates  are  a  good  investment  in 
VF  or  better  condition  at  common 
type  coin  prices  or  a  little  higher, 
and  in  BU  at  any  reasonable 
price.  Like  our  large  early  U.S. 
cents,  most  of  these  Type  3  10 4 
of  Mexico  were  easily  worn  and 
nicked,  and  later  were  rapidly 
retired  from  circulation  and 
melted  because  of  their  large  size. 

104  TYPE  IV  1925-1935.  When 
it  was  obvious  that  silver  prices 
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had  leveled  off  again,  Mexico  dis¬ 
continued  coinage  of  the  bronze 
10$,  and  in  1925  the  little  silver 
10$  reappeared.  The  design  and 
size  are  similar  to  the  1919  coin, 
but  the  figures  “0.720”  appear 


above  the  eagle  to  denote  the  re¬ 
duced  silver  content.  Total  mint¬ 
age  of  the  type  is  over  34  million, 
and  mintages  of  individual  years 
range  from  2  to  8  million.  The 
common  1933  and  1934  make  up 
nearly  half  the  total  mintage, 
and  they  bring  $1  in  BU  condi¬ 
tion.  The  1928  has  regularly 
turned  up  in  BU  since  1965,  and 
it  brings  $2  to  $3.  The  other  dates 
are  somewhat  scarce  in  BU  con¬ 
dition  and  they  bring  $3  to  $5 
each — the  1925  because  it  is  the 
first  year  of  the  type,  the  1926, 
1927,  and  1930  because  of  their 
mintages  of  only  2  to  3  million 
each,  and  the  1935  because  the 
whole  issue  was  probably  never 
released.  Unsteady  silver  prices 
forced  the  reissue  of  the  large 
bronze  10$  in  1935,  which  ap¬ 
parently  resulted  in  the  retiring 
of  the  1925-1935  type  before  all 
the  1935’s  were  released  from  the 
banks. 

The  small  silver  10$  are  scarce 
as  a  type  for  an  unusual  reason. 
Because  of  their  size  and  silver 
content,  they  were  used  by  the 
tens  of  thousands  for  shirt  but¬ 
tons.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
they  were  very  different  from  suc¬ 
ceeding  10$  types,  so  were  easily 
retired  by  bank  tellers,  and  you 
have  accounted  for  the  destruction 
of  nearly  the  entire  issue.  Some¬ 
one  once  made  the  general  state¬ 
ment  that  all  the  20th  Century 


Mexican  10$  types  and  dates  are 
underpriced,  and  we  must  almost 
agree  with  him.  Mintages  were 
low  in  general  and  attrition  was 
high  for  the  reasons  given  in  pre¬ 
ceding  paragraphs,  so  very  few 
Mexican  10$  survive  in  decent 
condition.  At  any  rate,  the  little 
Type  IV  silver  coin  is  a  good  buy 
these  days  in  BU  in  all  dates,  and 
the  surprisingly  scarce  1935 
should  be  acquired  in  any  condi¬ 
tion  by  the  roll,  a  single  piece  at 
a  time.  It  is  one  of  the  most  under¬ 
rated  20th  Century  coins  of  Mex¬ 
ico,  and  catalogs  should  reflect 
this  sooner  or  later. 

104  TYPE  V  1936-19 U6.  Total 
mintage  of  this  type  was  about 
130  million,  approximately  equal 
to  that  of  all  the  other  20th  Cen¬ 
tury  10$  types  together.  Yearly 
mintages  range  from  about  3  to 
SV2  million  in  1937  and  1938 
through  7  million  in  1939  and  10 
to  15  million  in  1940,  1942,  and 
1945  to  the  two  great  years — 33 
million  in  1936,  and  46  million  in 
1946. 

The  three  low  mintage  years 
1937-1939  are  somewhat  scarce  in 
circulated  condition,  and  circu¬ 


lated  rolls  can  be  assembled 
cheaply  but  slowly  by  the  wise 
investor.  The  1946  is  the  com¬ 
mon  BU  date  of  the  type,  at 
$1;  and  the  1945  is  regularly 
available  at  about  $4.  Both  dates 
are  sometimes  available  by  the 
roll,  and  both  are  recommended 
as  good  medium  to  long-range 
investments.  Although  all  the 
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catalogs  list  the  BU  1945  higher 
than  the  BU  1936,  the  1945  is 
much  more  common,  as  a  group 
of  them  turned  up  in  the  Midwest 
in  1964.  Any  date  other  than  1945 
or  1946  is  scarce  in  BU  and  is  an 
excellent  investment  at  today’s 
prices. 

104  TYPE  VI  1955-1966.  This 
type  was  issued  in  1955,  1956, 
1957,  1959,  and  1966,  with  ever 
increasing  mintages  of  about  2, 
5,  12,  and  26  million  in  the  first- 
four  years.  Scarcity  and  prices 
are  as  you  would  expect  from  the 
mintages — the  BU  1955  is  very 
scarce  and  is  about  a  $20  coin; 
the  BU  1956  can  be  obtained 
occasionally  at  $2  although  its 


true  value  is  about  $5;  the  BU 
1957  is  regularly  available  at  $1; 
and  the  common  1959  is  on  the 
market  by  the  roll  and  bag.  The 
only  date  with  a  premium  in 
circulated  condition  is  the  1955 
at  504  to  $1  in  VF-AU  condition. 

The  1959  bags  had  been  pretty 
well  sold  and  split  into  rolls  by 
early  1965,  when  many  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  a  bank  vault  in  Mexico 
and  put  on  the  market.  Now  the 
coin  is  again  being  issued  in  1966, 
so  BU  rolls  or  bags  of  either  date 
are  not  a  good  short-term  invest¬ 
ment.  Had  1959  remained  the  last 
year  of  the  type,  The  market  would 
have  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
the  bags  that  turned  up,  but  these 
plus  even  a  small  1966  issue 
should  supply  singles  and  rolls 
for  type  collectors  and  investors 
for  several  years. 


WANTED 

West  Indies  Coins 

1600-1880 

Tokens,  Regular  Issues  and  the 
Cut  and/or  Counter-stamped 
Spanish,  French,  British,  Dutch, 
and  United  States  used  in  the 
Caribbean  area. 

RAY  BYRNE 

Life  Member,  A.N.A.— A.N.S. 
701  N.  Negley  Ave. 
Pittsburgh  6,  Penna. 

Phone  (412)  441-0738 


WHOLESALE 

SERVICE 


Coin  &  Slamp  Supplies 

Write  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPHIA 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

902  Arch  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 
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CHURCHILL-KENNEDY 

Commemorative  Unc.  Crowns 

YEMEN-CHURCHILL  commemorative 
B.U.  crown.  .720  silver,  36mm  and  only 
6000  issued.  Sold  out  first  day. 

Special  at: 

l-$  8.75 
3-  24.75 
10-  77.50 

SHARJAH-Kennedy  Commem.  Unc.  The 
First  silver  coin  of  this  country.  Full  size 
SILVER  crown.  This  coin  has  created 
much  controversy.  It  did  not  sell  at  the 
banks  in  Sharjah,  as  they  could  have 
sold  a  million  instead  of  the  33000  that 
were  issued.  Call  it  what  you  will,  it  is 
a  nice  addition  to  any  collection. 

B.U.  each  $5.95;  3—15.00;  10—45.00 

JOSEPH  J.  GOLDBERG 

223  W.  4th  St.,  Los  Angeles  13,  Cal. 
A.N.A.  Phone  213  626-4319 


RECENT  ISSUES  IN 
MODERN  FOREIGN 


Bhutan  1966  proof  set  In  case,  V4 ,  V2, 

1 ,  3  rupees  copper-nickel  (the 

3R  is  crown  size)  . 12.50 

Algeria  1,  2,  5,  10,  20,  500, 

1  dinar  1964  unc  .  1.35 

Bahrain  1,  5,  10,  25,  50,  100 

fils  1965,  unc .  1.75 

Colombia  20c,  50c  1965  Gatian  set, 

unc .  1.00 

Ecuador  10c,  1  sucre  1964,  steel, 

unc . 70 

Fr.  Somaliland  10  fr  1965,  unc . 50 

Jordan  1965  proof  set  in  mot her.-of -pearl 

case,  1,  5,  10,  20,  50,  lOO  fils . 17.50 

Jordan,  similar  set,  unc.,  in 

plastic  envelope  .  4.00 

Libya  1,  5,  10,  20,  50,  100M 

1965,  unc .  2.00 

Israel  1966  prooflike  set  in  card,  unc.  4.00 
Kuwait  1962  set  1,  5,  10,  20, 

50,  100F  unc .  2.50 

Malagasy  Rep.  1965  1  and  2  fr. 

steel,  unc . 35 

Panama  1,  5,  25c  1966,  unc . 90 

Peru  5,  10,  250,  V2,  1  sol  1965 

commem  set,  unc .  1.10 

Peru  small  20  soles  silver  of  this 

set,  unc .  1.75 

Rhodesia  1964  set  6d,  1,  2, 

21/2  sh  unc .  3.00 

Zambia  crown,  proof,  in  case  of  issue _  6.50 

Craig,  new  catalog  *  ‘Coins  of  the 
World  1750-1850”  available  now, 
you  should  have  this  .  6.00 


Please  write  for  large  free  price  lists  cover¬ 
ing  many  other  similar  coins.  No  charge,  of 
course. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg.,  Davenport,  Iowa,  52801 


$2.10 


Postpaid 


1964-P  or  1964-D  MINT  SET 

In  Plastic  Holder 
Both  $4.20 

These  attractive  sets  are  in  6  beautiful  colors, 


Black 


Cleai 


Yellow 


Green 


Red 


Blue 


and  include  the  Kennedy  Half  Dollar. 

ORDER  NOW  WHILE  SUPPLY  LASTS 

Orders  in  Lots  of  10  or  More — $2.00  each.  California  Residents  Add  4%  Sales  Tax 

B.  MAX  MEHL  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  1298  (WJ)  Beverly  Hills,  California  90213 

Telephone:  (Area  Code  213)  —  274-6217 
Oldest  Established  Coin  Business  in  the  U.S.,  founded  in  1901 

This  is  our  2 5th  consecutive  advertisement  in  this  publication 
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SOME  IMPORTANT  VARIETIES  OF 

CDexican  ‘Paper  CDoneu 

by  Mort  Shafer 

Collectors  of  numismatic  material  who  become  serious  in  the  study 
of  some  special  branch  of  the  hobby  occasionally  make  some  discoveries 
which,  whether  they  are  the  first  in  the  world  ever  to  “discover”  these 
things  or  not,  are  yet  to  them  quite  exciting  and  gratifying. 

For  the  past  several  years,  during  which  the  collecting  of  Mexican 
paper  money  has  been  this  writer’s  principal  and  avid  numismatic 
interest,  a  number  of  these  interesting  deviations  from  specific  norms 
have  been  noted.  In  the  desire  to  share  them  with  the  numismatic 
fraternity,  they  are  described  and  illustrated  below;  some  of  them  may 
have  historical  connotations  as  well,  but  no  conclusions  will  be  drawn 
here  in  that  regard. 

The  “Major  Varieties”  section  will  be  concerned  with  the  differences 
which  occur  in  the  actual  make-up  of  the  note  originating  with  the 
printer.  In  the  “Minor  Varieties”  section  the  added-on  differences, 
principally  in  the  nature  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  different  kinds 
of  stampings,  will  be  discussed.  Two  reference  codes  will  be  given  for 
each  note  discussed;  the  first  will  refer  to  the  designations  from  The 
Paper  Money  of  Mexico  1822-196 U,  by  Carlos  Gaytan  and  Neil  S. 
Utberg  (copyright  1963),  while  the  second  will  refer  to  those  in  the 
new  book,  Billetes  cle  Mexico,  by  Carlos  Gaytan  alone  (copyright  1965). 

A.  Major  J  arieties 

1.  “NU  PESO”  Error— Oaxaca  (OAX-PL;  OAX.-32) 


nyoe#A.riA  *«rrt#T»c*  os  rc %\*»  *.  o*  »*<**. 


Of  all  the  varieties  to  be  discussed  in  this  article,  none  is  more 
fascinating  than  this  one.  The  error  is  in  the  large,  red  central  letter¬ 
ing  on  the  face  side  of  the  1  Peso  Mexican  Revolutionary  note  issued 
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by  “La  Tesoreria  General  del  Estado  de  Oaxaca/’  where  the  letters 
U-N  of  the  value  are  transposed.  This  was  found  by  the  author  among 
a  group  of  regular  notes  of  this  series  at  a  convention  here  in  Southern 
California,  and  later  showed  to  Arlie  Slabaugh,  one  of  the  original 
researchers  on  this  series  of  paper  money.  At  the  time  it  was  mutually 
thought  to  be  unique,  and  Slabaugh  took  it  back  to  Chicago  with  him 
to  photograph;  later,  when  he  returned  it,  he  wrote  that  he  had 
learned  of  another  one  just  like  it  held  by  a  well-known  Texas  collector, 
so  there  are  at  least  two  of  these  now  confirmed. 

2.  7-line  and  8-line  Backs — Durango  (DO-P25;  DGO.-43) 


It  is  easy  to  understand  how  this  variety  could  be  overlooked;  it  is 
not  too  noticeable,  and  many  otherwise  careful  collectors  of  paper 
money  fail  to  give  enough  attention  to  the  back  sides  of  their  notes. 
In  looking  over  several  50  centavos  notes  of  Estado  de  Durango  dated 
January,  1914,  the  lettering  on  the  back  of  one  was  found  to  be  a 
good  bit  smaller  than  on  the  others;  in  comparing  the  notes  more 
closely,  it  was  apparent  that  the  one  with  the  smaller  letters  had  eight 
lines  of  printing,  one  more  than  those  with  the  larger  print.  The  illogic 
of  this  discovery  forced  a  comparison  of  both  legends  until  it  was 
found  that  the  extra  clause  in  the  first  sentence  on  the  note  with  the 
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smaller  letters,  about  a  dozen  words  in  all,  caused  the  additional  line 
of  print. 

Based  on  personal  experience,  the  variety  with  the  8-line  back  seems 
to  be  much  the  scarcer  of  the  two. 


3.  Large  and  Small  Numeral — Gobierno  Provisional  (Vera  Cruz) 

(VC-P15;  VER.-56) 


•  •  •  **  • 

This  variety  is  on  Carranza’s  Gobierno  Provisional  de  Mexico  (Vera 
Cruz)  issue  of  December  1,  1914,  the  10  Pesos  denomination  of  the 
series.  On  the  right  side  of  the  central  area  of  the  face,  the  large 
numeral  (regular)  has  a  height  of  16  mm,  while  the  height  of  the 
small  variety  is  11  mm;  the  numeral  in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the 
face  is  also  different,  for  on  the  large  variety  this  numeral  (13  mm) 
is  larger  than  those  in  the  other  corners  (9  mm),  while  on  the  small 
variety  the  numerals  in  all  four  corners  are  about  the  same  size 
(9  mm). 

About  a  year  ago,  Joe  Wozniak  showed  the  author  a  large  batch  of 
notes  obtained  in  Mexico.  Among  them  was  a  stack  of  hundreds  of 
these  Gobierno  Provisional  issues,  and  from  them  all  he  had  selected 
two  examples  with  the  small  numerals.  As  he  was  sympathetic  with 
my  interest  as  a  serious  collector,  he  gave  me  one  of  the  two,  an  act 
which  was  of  course  greatly  appreciated.  They  had  not  been  seen  by 
this  writer  before,  and  no  more  have  since  been  seen  in  the  possession 
of  any  other  dealer  or  collector. 

4.  “Plain”  and  “Fancy”  Backgrounds  on  the  Back — Sonora 

(SON-B1;  SON.-l) 
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Again  on  the  back  side,  thus  easily  overlooked,  the  background  paper 
on  the  earlier  5  and  10  Pesos  notes  of  El  Banco  de  Sonora  remains 
plain  white,  while  on  the  later  notes  (dating  from  July,  1903  and 
perhaps  even  earlier)  the  background  is  olive-brown  with  a  small 
figured  pattern  throughout.  Note  also  that  the  word  “EL”  does  not 
appear  on  the  later  issues.  Other  changes,  not  necessarily  linked  with 
the  different  backs,  are  that  the  earlier  notes  sometimes  are  hand- 
signed,  and  dates  appear  in  red  ink  on  the  face  as  against  the  usual 
black.  All  of  the  early  handsigned  notes  in  this  series  are  hard  to 
find,  particularly  in  nice  condition.  Notes  with  plain  backs  may  exist 
in  the  larger  denominations,  but  this  writer  has  not  seen  any. 

5.  “Wrong  Way”  Eagle — Gobierno  Constitucionalista  Cartone 

(DF-C35;  D.F.-103) 
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On  the  back  side  of  the  5  centavos  Gobierno  Constitucionalista 
cartone  (small  cardboard) — in  this  variety  the  eagle  faces  left, 
whereas  the  usual  depiction  of  the  Mexican  National  Emblem  shows 
the  eagle  facing  right.  No  other  cartone  has  been  seen  on  which  this 
error  is  found,  nor  has  a  comparable  mistake  been  discovered  on  any 
regular  or  Revolutionary  banknote  to  the  author’s  knowledge. 

6.  “Promotion”  Variety — Banco  de  Londres  v  Mexico 

(DF-K23;  D.F.-ll) 


SOCiEOAO 

»//.'  !  H 


A*0«»MA 

kitei"  /  de  tfd  i . 


tunM <tr  Mim  *¥> 
liMtdt/ft 


On  the  lower  right  of  the  5  Pesos  note  from  this  famous  bank,  the 
signer  who  appears  to  be  “W.  K.  Mitchell”  is  designated  on  an  example 
dated  July  1,  1909  as  the  “Sub  Gerente,”  or  Assistant  Manager;  on  an 
example  dated  Jan.  2,  1912,  the  same  man  is  designated  as  the 
“Gerente,”  or  Manager.  It  would  appear  that  Mr.  Mitchell  had  ad¬ 
vanced  nicely  in  his  banking  career,  thereby  giving  collectors  an 
interesting  variety  of  some  significance  to  look  for.  This  also  appears 
on  some  higher  denominations  of  the  series. 

li.  Minor  Varieties 

7.  Two  Overprints  on  the  Face  Side — Banco  Minero  Chihuahuense 

(CHI-B17A;  CHIH.-31C) 


Only  two  examples  of  the  25  centavos  of  the  Banco  Minero  Chi¬ 
huahuense  (1880)  have  been  seen,  both  of  which  are  now  in  the  author’s 
possession.  Going  by  the  serial  number,  the  earlier  note  (#1425)  has 
a  stamping  and  signature  vertically  across  the  right  end  of  the  note. 
The  stamping  is  long  and  narrow,  resembling  a  thick,  black  line;  in 
the  middle  of  it,  in  small  size  letters,  is  the  legend,  “Admor.  Grab  de 
Rentas”  (Rentas  — revenues).  The  signature  is  handwritten  about  14 
inch  above  the  stamping  and  appears  to  be  that  of  an  individual  who 
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has  also  signed  other  Chihuahua  notes  of  this  period,  “T.Cuellaz.” 

The  later  note  (#3642)  has  a  round  seal  20  mm  in  diameter  on 
the  upper  center  area,  with  the  National  Emblem  in  the  middle  and 
the  legends  “Estado  de  Chihuahua”  and  “Administracion  Grab  de 
Rentas”  around  the  perimeter;  the  date  “1882”  is  just  below  the  seal. 
A  crude  picture  of  this  same  variety  of  this  issue,  #20848,  appears  at 
the  very  end  of  the  Gaytan-Utberg  1963  book. 

The  picture  of  this  type  of  note  in  the  Gaytan  1965  catalog  has 
neither  of  the  special  stampings  described  here,  and  is  numbered 
163065.  The  only  conclusion  that  may  be  reached,  tentatively,  is  that 
probably  only  a  small  percentage  of  this  issue,  perhaps  3%  or  less,  will 
have  the  vertical  stamping  and  signature  across  the  right  end. 

8.  Unfinished  Face  Side — Comisidn  Monetaria 

(DF-P23;  D.F.-101) 

Simply,  the  two  red  seals  and  the  two  blue  serial  numbers  are  omit¬ 
ted  from  the  face  of  the  50  centavos  Comision  Monetaria  note  of  1920; 
this  is  true  of  only  one  example  of  this  note  known  to  the  author.  Notes 
of  this  kind  are  generally  classified  as  printing  errors. 


9.  Low  Black — Direccion  Grab  de  Rentas-Jalisco 

(JA-P21 ;  JAL.-155) 


r~ 


CHS?** 

/>  ■ 


wssm 


V>.  #  '» 

jBs&l 

m 


l\  UrtHB1*  ’  KStAIK) 

PAG  A*  A  AJ.  PORTA  DOR 


^§250 


h  ..  I  ! 


This  note  is  red  and  black,  and  apparently  the  colors  are  printed  in 
two  separate  operations;  good  coordination  of  the  spacing  of  the 
plates  is  an  absolute  necessity  so  the  printing  in  one  color  will  not 
overlap  that  in  the  other.  All  of  the  legends  and  part  of  the  central  de¬ 
sign  of  this  note  are  in  black,  as  are  the  signatures  in  the  lower  portion 
and  the  name  of  the  printer  in  the  margin  just  below  the  center 
signature. 

On  this  variety  of  the  50  centavos  issued  by  “La  Direccion  Grab  de 
Rentas  del  Estado”  of  Jalisco,  the  black  was  printed  too  low,  causing 
the  black  and  pink  to  overlap  in  the  central  portion  and  a  blank  space 
to  appear  which  the  black  design  should  have  filled  in  just  above  the 
area.  The  black  printing  is  so  low  that  the  name  of  the  printer  is  miss¬ 
ing  altogether  from  the  bottom  of  the  note.  Along  the  very  top  edge  of 
the  note,  small  black  markings  are  visible  with  a  magnifier;  if  these  are 
matched  up  with  a  regular  example  of  this  note,  it  can  be  ascertained 
that  they  are  actually  the  very  lowest  portions  of  the  name  of  the 
printer  from  the  note  directly  above  this  one  on  the  sheet.  (This  may 
cause  speculation  as  to  exactly  where  the  rest  of  that  printer’s  name 
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really  is,  since  it  is  not  present  at  all  on  the  bottom  of  the  example 
described  here.) 

TO.  “No  Discount”  Overprint  on  the  ITack — Banco  Nacional 

(DF-B9;  D.F.-18) 


The  practice  of  accepting  paper  money  only  at  a  discount,  the 
amount  of  which  varied  in  direct  proportion  to  the  extent  of  mistrust 
that  existed  regarding  the  issuing  authority,  was  widespread  in  Mexico 
at  various  times  in  the  1885-1932  period.  This  particular  overprint  on 
the  back  of  a  1  Peso  note  of  the  Banco  Nacional  in  large  black  letters, 
“Pagadero  en  Mexico  en  todas  de  sucursales,  sin  discuento,”  (payable 
in  Mexico  in  all  branches  without  discount),  was  no  doubt  some  sort 
of  attempt  by  bank  officials  not  only  to  head  off  the  discounting  prac- 
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tice  but  also  to  uphold  the  public  image  of  the  bank.  The  overprint  ap¬ 
pears  on  a  note  dated  May  1,  1889,  but  it  may  have  been  put  there  at  a 
much  later  date. 

% 

11.  Variety  of  Materials — 20  P.  Oaxaca  (Oax-P4;  Oax.  35) 

Despite  their  similar  outward  appearance,  there  are  actually  three 
different  varieties  of  this  note  known  thus  far;  the  dissimilarity  is  in 
the  actual  stock  on  which  the  note  is  printed. 

The  most  common,  in  this  writer’s  experience,  is  that  printed  on  stiff 
paper  that  is  almost  a  light  cardboard.  Next  is  that  on  a  stiff  cloth  that 
appears  to  have  a  linen-like  texture  and  a  glazed  coating  of  some  kind. 
The  third  variety  appears  to  be  cloth  on  one  side  and  the  smooth  paper 
on  the  other,  and  that  has  turned  out  to  be  the  least  common  thus  far. 

Of  course,  the  reason  for  this  inconstancy  in  the  material  used  for 
these  notes  lies  in  the  ephemeral  nature  of  the  issuing  authorities  and 
their  note-printing  operations.  That  is  also  the  cause  for  the  frequent 
appearance  in  this  entire  Oaxaca  series  of  provisional  notes  showing 
red  and  blue  lines  that  mark  them  as  originating  from  ledger-lined 
stock. 
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(Continued  from  July) 


SYD  912  MARCUS  AEMILIUS 
SCAURUS  (58  B.C.) 
PUBLIUS  PLAUTIUS 
HYPSAEUS  (58  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  King  Aretas  kneeling. 

Rev.,  Jupiter  in  quadriga 

Scaurus  struck  coins  in  collab¬ 
oration  with  P.  Plautius  Hypsa- 
eus  and  it  will  be  noted  that  both 
of  their  names  appear  on  this 
coin.  Scaurus  was  a  member  of 
a  noted  family  and  was  himself  a 
prominent  person.  His  father  was 
the  consul  of  115  B.C.  and  his 
stepfather  was  the  dictator  Sulla. 
He  was  Pompey’s  quaestor  during 
one  of  the  wars  against  Mithra- 
dates  VI  of  Pontus  and  Bosporus 
and  was  also  governor  of  Syria. 
In  64  B.C.  he  went  to  Judaea  in 
order  to  settle  a  dispute  between 
Hyrcanus,  high  priest  and  king 
of  that  country,  and  his  brother 
Aristobolus.  He  effectively  stop¬ 
ped  the  raiding  expeditions  of 
King  Aretas  of  Arabia,  exacting 
a  huge  fine  from  him.  It  is  Aretas 
whom  we  see  kneeling  in  subju¬ 
gation  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin. 
The  appearance  of  Jupiter  on  the 
obverse  symbolizes  the  victory 
of  this  moneyer.  This  is  the  first 
instance  in  the  coinage  of  the 
Republic  in  which  a  moneyer 


portrayed  an  incident  in  his  own 
life.  Scaurus  stood  for  the  consul¬ 
ship  in  52  B.C.,  but  was  not 
elected  because  he  had  been  ac¬ 
cused  of  extortion.  He  was,  how¬ 
ever,  successfully  defended  by 
Cicero.  Again,  in  52  B.C.,  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  secure  that  highest 
office,  but  this  time  was  success¬ 
fully  convicted  of  bribery  and  was 
exiled.  In  addition  to  the  names 
of  the  moneyers  on  the  coin,  we 
find  the  word  PREIVER  on  the 
reverse.  This  is  the  abbreviation 
for  the  city  of  Privernum  in  Italy 
which  an  ancestor  of  Hypsaeus 
captured  in  329  B.C.,  an  exploit 
for  which  he  was  granted  a  tri¬ 
umph. 


SYD  911 

Denarius:  Obv.,  Bust  of  Leuconoe. 
Rev.,  Jupiter  in  quadriga 


This  coin  also  pays  tribute  to 
this  moneyer’s  ancestry.  Leu¬ 
conoe,  who  appears  on  the  obverse 
of  this  coin,  was  the  daughter  of 
Neptune  from  whom  this  gens 
claimed  descent.  The  reverse  is 
the  same  as  found  on  the  previous 
denarius,  the  explanation  for 
which  is  found  in  the  paragraph 
above. 
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SYI)  915  LUCIUS  ROSCIUS 
FABATUS  (58  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Juno  Sospita. 

Rev.,  Girl  feeding  serpent 

Fabatus  seems  to  have  been  an 
officer  in  Caesar’s  legions  during 
the  wars  in  Gaul  and  to  have  been 
a  commander  of  one  of  the  Rhen¬ 
ish  legions  in  54  B.C.  He  was  also 
praetor  in  49  B.C.  He  was  killed 
in  one  of  the  battles  between  the 
legions  of  the  senate  and  Marc 
Antony  in  43  B.C.  The  subject 
matter  of  this  coin  has  been  seen 
before  and  refers  to  the  legend 
of  Juno  Sospita  (who  appears  on 
the  obverse).  Her  cult  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  Lanuvium  in  Campania 
(Italy)  and  it  appears  that  this 
gens  also  came  from  that  city. 
The  reverse  tells  us  of  the  young 
virgins  who  were  chosen  to  feed 
the  serpent  (Juno,  actually,  in  an¬ 
other  form).  Only  chaste  maidens 
were  permitted  to  feed  the  reptile 
and  an  unchaste  maiden  was  im¬ 
mediately  devoured. 


SYI)  916  QUINTUS  CASSIUS 
LONGINUS  (57  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv..  Hd  of  Bonus  Eventus  (?) 
Rev.,  Eagle  on  thunderbolt,  Lituus 
and  capis 

It  is  likely  that  this  is  the  same 
Cassius  who  was  Pompey’s  quaes¬ 


tor  in  Spain  in  54  B.C.,  and  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  an 
extremely  cruel  and  vicious  ad¬ 
ministrator.  Along  with  'Marc 
Antony  he  was  tribune  of  the 
plebs  in  49  B.C.  and  was  evicted 
from  the  senate  for  his  anti- 
aristocratic  attitude.  He  com¬ 
manded  in  Spain  and  in  Africa 
.  .  .  in  Spain  against  the  Pompe¬ 
ian  faction  and  in  Africa  against 
Juba,  king  of  Mauretania.  While 
fleeing  his  aristocratic  opponents 
he  drowned  when  his  ship  sank. 
The  meaning  of  this  coin  is  not 
known. 


SYD  918 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Libertas.  Rev., 
Temple  of  Vesta  with  figure,  top, 
holding  scepter  and  patera;  curule 
chair,  tablet  and  voting  urn 

The  head  of  Libertas  apparent¬ 
ly  refers  to  the  beneficent  attitude 
of  the  Cassia  gens  toward  the 
lower  classes.  The  temple  of 
Vesta  on  the  reverse  refers  to  the 
famous  trial  of  the  Vestal  virgins 
in  the  year  113  B.C.  which  was 
conducted  by  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer,  L.  Cassius  Longinus 
Ravilla.  One  vestal,  Aemilia,  had 
already  been  condemned  for  mis¬ 
conduct,  but  Longinus  also  con¬ 
demned  the  other  two,  Licinia  and 
Marcia,  on  the  same  charge.  We 
see,  also  on  the  reverse,  a  voting 
urn  and  the  letters  AC  inscribed 
on  a  tablet.  These  letters  stand 
for  absolvo  (absolved)  and  con- 
demno  (condemned).  Thus  was 
the  vote  taken  in  the  trial. 
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SYD  917 


SYD  921 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Vesta.  Rev., 
Temple  of  Vesta 

This  denarius  carries  the  same 
general  theme  as  the  previous 
denarius.  The  difference  lies  in 
the  obverse  where,  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  we  see  the  head  of  the 
goddess  Vesta  whose  priestesses 
were  condemned  for  misconduct, 
as  described  above. 


SYD  920  CAIUS  MEMMIUS 
C.f.  (56  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Ceres  with  corn 

wreath.  Rev.,  Naked  captive  at  foot 
of  trophy  of  arms 

Considerable  confusion  exists 
over  the  identification  of  members 
of  this  gens.  However,  it  is  felt 
that  this  moneyer  was  the  grand¬ 
son  of  the  dictator  Sulla,  his 
father  having  married  Sulla’s 
daughter  Fausta.  The  appearance 
of  Ceres  on  the  obverse  of  this 
coin  seems  to  indicate  that  some 
ancestor  of  this  moneyer  played 
an  important  part  in  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  games  in  honor  of 
that  goddess  (ludi  Cerealis).  The 
exact  meaning  of-  the  reverse  is 
not  known,  but  the  word  IM- 
PERATOR  possibly  indicates  that 
an  ancestor  enjoyed  military  suc¬ 
cess  in  some  campaign.  The  naked 
captives  seem  to  emphasize  this 
possibility. 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Quirinus  (Romu¬ 
lus).  Rev.,  Ceres  holding  corn  ears  and 
torch;  serpent  at  her  feet 


The  appearance  of  Quirinus 
(the  deified  name  of  Romulus)  on 
this  coin  is  an  allusion  to  the 
claim  of  this  gens  to  have  been 
descended  from  that  mythical 
founder  of  Rome.  The  reverse  of 
the  coin  picturing  Ceres,  the  god¬ 
dess  of  the  grain,  tells  us  that 
some  ancestor  of  this  moneyer  or¬ 
ganized  the  games  in  her  honor. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  MEMMIUS  AED.  CERI- 
ALIA  PREIMUS  FECIT,  Mem- 
mius,  aedile,  first  to  institute 
(make)  (the  games)  of  Ceres. 


“Okay,  Cernan,  get  back  in  the 
capsule  now!” 
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SYD  919  LUCIUS  MARCIUS 
PHILIPPUS  (56  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Ancus  Marcius. 

Rev.,  Equestrian  statue  on  aqueduct 

Apparently  this  moneyer  was 
the  same  person  who  later  was 
tribune  of  the  plebs  (49  B.C.)  and 
praetor  in  44  B.C.  If  this  is  so 
then  his  father  was  the  consul  of 
56  B.C.,  the  same  year  in  which 
this  moneyer  held  his  office.  This 
gens  claimed  descent  from  the 
fourth  king  of  Rome,  Ancus 
Marcius,  and  it  is  the  head  of  that 
king  which  we  see  on  the  obverse 
of  this  coin.  This  same  king  was 
supposed  to  have  been  the  first  to 
have  brought  water  into  Rome  by 
means  of  an  aqueduct  and  the 
reverse  carries  out  this  theme  by 
having  the  statue  of  another  an¬ 
cestor  of  this  moneyer,  Q.  Marcius 
Rex,  upon  it.  When  Marcius  Rex 
was  praetor  in  144  B.C.  he  was 
commissioned  by  the  senate  to  re¬ 
pair  some  of  the  older  aqueducts 
and  to  supervise  the  building  of 
another  aqueduct  to  the  capitol 
which  became  known  as  the  Mar- 
cian  aqueduct,  or  Aqua  Marcia. 
We  see  this  legend  on  the  reverse. 


YOUR  CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

Post  Office  regulations  prohibit 
the  forwarding  of  second  class 
mail.  To  insure  the  prompt  de¬ 
livery  of  your  magazine  please 
furnish  the  publishers  your 
change  of  address  before  you 
move.  For  the  September  issue, 
changes  of  address  must  reach 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOUR¬ 
NAL  before  August  10. 

Address  all  correspondence  to 
WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC 
JOURNAL,  1220  Mound  Avenue, 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404. 


One  authority  has  expressed  the 
belief  that  the  flower  beneath  the 
horse  on  the  reverse  might  be  the 
martialis  and,  therefore,  a  pun 
on  the  name  Marcia.  It  has  been 
told  that  Flora,  goddess  of  the 
flowers,  informed  Juno  that  she 
would  become  pregnant  by  Mars 
if  she  were  to  touch  this  flower. 

SYD  922  MANIUS  ACILIUS 
GLABRIO  (55  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Salus.  Rev.,  Valetudo 
Salus  holding  serpent 

This  moneyer  appears  to  have 
been  the  son  of  the  consul  of  67 
B.C.  who  had  the  same  name.  He 
(this  moneyer)  was  one  of  Cae¬ 
sar’s  adherents  and  served  him 
in  Sicily  in  46  B.C.  He  also  seems 
to  have  been  the  governor  of 
Achaia  (Greece).  His  stepfather 
was  Cnaeus  Pompey.  Pompey  had 
married  Manius’  mother  after 
the  dictator  Sulla  forced  his  real 
father,  M.  Aemilius  Scaurus,  to 
divorce  her.  This  gens  claims  to 
have  introduced  the  first  physi¬ 
cian  into  Rome  it  is  for  this  rea¬ 
son  that  we  see  Salus  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  (the  goddess  of  health)  and 
Valetudo  on  the  reverse.  (These 
two  seem  to  be  one  and  the  same.) 
This  was  a  rather  interesting 
claim,  for  it  seems  that  it  might 
have  been  based  on  the  fact  that 
this  first  physician,  a  Greek 
named  Archagathus,  set  up  his 
place  of  business  on  a  street 
named  Acilia,  the  name  of  this 
gens. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
As,  semis. 
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SYI)  926  PAULLUS 

AEMILIUS  LEPIDUS 
(55  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Concordia.  Rev., 
Trophy,  Perseus  of  Macedon  and  two 
sons;  Aemilius  Paullus  raising  his  hand 

This  moneyer  seems  to  have 
been  the  same  Lepidus  who  had 
been  exiled  in  43  B.C.  He  had 
accompanied  Octavian  in  his 
campaign  against  Sextus  Pompey 
in  36  B.C.,  was  consul  suffectus  in 
34  B.C.  and  ceifsor  in  22  B.C. 
Possibly,  the  head  of  Concordia 
on  the  obverse  of  this  denarius 
refers  to  the  defeat  of  the  Marian 
party  by  the  party  of  Sulla,  and 
thus  alludes  to  the  peace  which 
spread  throughout  the  Republic. 
The  reverse  depicts  an  ancestor 
of  this  moneyer,  Lucius  Aemilius 
Paullus  Macedonicus,  bringing 
the  Macedonian  king  Perseus  and 
his  two  sons  to  Rome  as  captives, 
an  event  which  occurred  in  168 
B.C. 


SYI)  932  AULUS  PLAUTIUS 
(54  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,*  Hd  of  Cybele.  Rev., 
Bearded  figure  kneeling  beside  camel 

Plautius  was  curule  aedile  in 
this  year,  the  inscription  on  the 
obverse  indicating  that  fact.  The 
head  of  Cybele  on  the  obverse, 


also,  possibly  indicates  that  this 
coin  was  part  of  a  special  issue 
to  celebrate  the  Megalesian 
games  (from  Megale,  great  and 
meter,  mother)  honoring  this 
mother  of  the  gods.  Plautius,  as 
aedile,  would  have  had  charge  of 
such  games.  The  name  BAC- 
CHIUS  on  the  reverse  has  proven 
a  problem  to  scholars.  Whoever 
he  was  it  seems  that  he  lived  in, 
or  came  from,  Judea.  One  author¬ 
ity  has  suggested  that  Bacchius 
was  another  name  for  Aristobu- 
lus,  wdio  surrendered  to  Pompey; 
another  has  felt  that  there  was, 
indeed,  a  general  by  the  name  of 
Bacchius  who  surrendered  to 
Plautius  when  Plautius  was  one 
of  Pompey’s  generals. 


SYI)  930  LUCIUS  VINICIUS 
(54  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Concordia.  Rev., 
Victory  flying  carrying  palm  branch  and 
wreaths 


This  seems  to  be  the  son  of  a 
tribune  of  the  same  name  who 
was  a  supporter  of  Julius  Caesar. 
It  appears  that  this  moneyer  was 
consul-suffectus  in  33  B.C.  The 
temporary  concord  between  Cae¬ 
sar,  Crassus  and  Pompey,  the  tri¬ 
umvirate  which  ruled  Rome, 
seems  to  be  commemorated  by  the 
appearance  of  Concordia  on  the 
obverse  of  this  coin.  The  reverse 
probably  refers  to  Pompey’s  vic¬ 
tories. 

(  To  be  continued ) 
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A  magnificent  series  of  medals 
honoring  the  immortals  in 

The  Hall  of  Fame 
for  Great  Americans 

These  official  commemorative  medals  honor 
the  famous  statesmen,  scientists,  artists, 
writers  and  military  leaders  in  the  Hall  of 
Fame,  the  national  patriotic  shrine  at  New 
York  University.  The  Hall  of  Fame  receives 
part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the 
medals.  Thirty-three  medals  have  been  issued 
to  date;  others  will  be  issued  at  the  rate  of 
about  one  a  month  until  the  entire  series  is 
completed. 

Medals  now  available: 

Susan  B.  Anthony 
John  James  Audubon 
George  Bancroft 
Alexander  Graham  Bell 
Henry  Ward  Beecher 
Daniel  Boone 
Phillips  Brooks 
James  Fenimore  Cooper 
Peter  Cooper 
Thomas  Alva  Edison 
Benjamin  Franklin 
Stephen  Foster 
Josiah  Gibbs 
Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
Mark  Hopkins 
Thomas  Jefferson 

134"  Bronze . 


Robert  E.  Lee 
Abraham  Lincoln 
John  Marshall 
Maria  Mitchell 
Edward  MacDowell 
Samuel  Morse 
Alice  Palmer 
Edgar  Allan  Poe 
Walter  Reed 
Joseph  Story 
Sylvanus  Thayer 
Henry  Thoreau 
Mark  Twain 
George  Westinghouse 
Eli  Whitney 
Roger  Williams 


1 34"  Silver 


$3.00 

12.75 


Available  at  your  favorite  coin  dealer  or 
department  store  coin  department,  or  you  may 

order  direct. 

THE  COIN  &  CURRENCY 
INSTITUTE,  INC. 

Publishers — Distributors — Manufacturers 

393  Seventh  Avenue 
New  York,  N.Y.  10001 
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c  iioiri;  world  (  «o\v\s 


Grading  symbols:  PI — Prooflike,  BP— Br.  Proof,  GP— Gem  Proof,  #— smaller 
than  dollar  size,  ## — light  scratch  or  so,  all  others  BU  if  not  indicated  otherwise. 


Andorra.  50  Dinars  GP:  1960 . 

1963  GP  132.00,  1964  GP  . 

Australia.  Crown  1937  ExF  $7.50,  AU 
Austria.  Commem.  Taler  1953  Gem.  On 

World's  first  dated  dollar  1486.  Rare  . 

1780  Maria  Theresa  GP.  Restrike  . 

£50  Schillings:  Hofer  1959 

Tyrol  1963  HP  $8.75,  BU  . 

Olympics  1964  BP  $4.50,  Univ.  1965  . 

#25  Schillings:  all  BP:  Mozart  . 

Maria  Zell  $11.50,  Bruckner  . 

Burgenland  $5.85,  Prince  Eugen  . 

Grillparzer  . 

Bermuda.  1959  Gem,  with  Historical  list  .... 

1964  PL,  in  Box.  2/$16.00  . 

1964  BU  ##5/$5.45,  each  Nice  . 

Brazil.  960  Reis:  1810-18  WR1  ExF 

$8.75,  AU  Choice  . 

1818-22  VVR2  ExF  $8.75.  AU  Choice  . 

2.000  Reis:  1851-52  ExF  $7.25,  AU  ..  . 

1853-67.  VVR7.  ExF  $7.75.  AU  $11,  BU 
1868-76  WIt8.  ExF  $8.75.  AU  .. 

1888-89  WR9.  AU  $7.50,  BU  ... 
1906-12  Y17.  ExF  $3.95.  AU  ... 

1912-13  Y20.  ExF  $4.75.  AU 

1913  Y23.  ExF  $4.50,  AU  . 

CANADA  DOLLARS 

1939  ##21.00.  Nice.  Rare  so  . 

1946  ##$63.50,  1958  ##5/$24.50  . 

1965  Set  (4).  Ty  1.2. 3.4  ##$14.50,  Nice  .... 

Prooflike  Specials 

1958  $28.00;  1959  $11.75;  1960  . 

1961  8.50;  1962  6.25;  1963-64  . 

1959-64  Set  $41.50;  1958-64  Set  . 

China.  Dol.  1932.  Birds.  Y26  AU  42.50, 

Brill.  Unc . 

1933  Dol.  Y27  No  birds  ##3.50.  Nice  .... 

1912  Memento.  AU  $2.85,  BU  . 

Colombia.  Peso  1956.  Nice,  first  strike  . 

Curacao.  2M>  Gulden  1944  ##6.25,  Nice 

Cyprus.  45  Piastres.  YF  $10.75,  ExF  . 

#  Denmark.  2  Kr.  1958.  ##4.75,  Nice  .... 

Dominican  Rep.  Peso  1952.  Nice  . 

1955  Peso  "Trujillo”  ##$19.85,  Nice  .... 


46.50 
30.00 

9.75 

26.50 

2.25 
5.45 
3.65 
3.65 

12.50 

5.25 

4.25 
2.85 

14.50 
9.00 

1.95 

12.75 

12.75 

10.50 

17.50 

12.50 
9.50 

4.95 


27.50 

5.85 

17.75 


9.25 

5.25 

64.50 

49.50 
4.65 

4.75 

29.50 
8.50 

13.50 

5.75 
21.00 

27.50 


WEDDING  CROWNS## 

Belgium.  50  Francs  1960  ##$2.65,  Nice  ..  3.75 
Denmark.  5  Kroner  1960  ##$3.50,  Nice....  4.50 

5  Kroner  1964  ##$2.65.  Nice  .  3.75 

Greece.  30  Drach.  1964  ##$2.65,  Nice  .  3.25 

Above  Set  (4)  ##$9.75.  Nice  .  12.75 

Egypt.  50  Piastres:  1956  Y99  $1  $10.75 

Nice  .  13.75 

1937  Farouk  50P.  Y86.  ExF  .  12.50 

1964  50P  Aswan  Dam  ##$5.95.  Nice  6.75 
#25  Piastres.  Commem.  BU,  scarce: 

Suez  1956  $8.95,  Parliament  Bldg. 

1957  $7.95,  Nat.  Assembly  1960  .  8.75 

Above  Set  (3)  ##$21.00.  Nice  . .  23.50 

Eritrea.  Tallero  1918  Y5  YF  $12.50,  EF  16.50 
Finland.  1,000  Markkaa  1960  ##$4.75. 

Nice  .  6.25 

Ghana.  10  shillings.  1958  GP  .  12.50 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

Trade  Dollars  Y-Tl.  Choice  AU .  5.25 

5  diff.  dates  $19.50.  10  dill' .  39.50 

Crown  1953  ##$4.15.  Nice  .  5.25 

Crown  1960BP  for  N.Y.  Trade  Fair  .  ..  11.50 

Crown  1935  au.  Dill  Y76  $14.  bu  ##  21.00 

Crown  1937  au.  D112  Y92  $15.  bu  ##  22.50 

Greece.  30  Drachmai.  5  Kings  ##2.50. 

Nice  . - .  3.25 

Hungary.  5  Pen  go  1938  PL.  1)126  .  7.75 

5  Pen  go  1939.  1)127.  Y49.  AU  .  4.25 

Israel.  1966  5  Pound.  BU  $6.75,  BP  .  12.50 

List  1958-1965  sent  upon  request. 

Japan.  1,000  Yen  1964  “Olympics”  .  7  50 

Liberia.  Dollar  1962  ##4.25,  Nice  .  5.85 

Liechtenstein.  5  Kronen  AU.  Y4  .  49.50 

Luxemburg.  #100  Francs  1963.  Y38  .  3.95 

#100  Francs  1964.  Duke  John  .  3.95 

250  Francs  1963.  Y39.  ##$8.75,  Nice  ....  9.75 

Same,  Antique  or  dull  finish  .  9.50 

Sweden.  1966  5  Kronor  Gent .  2.50 


BOOKS  ON  CROWNS  —  A  MUST 

Following  with  up-to-date  Prices.  Your  name  in  Gold  FREE,  if  desired. 


“European  Crowns  and  Talers  Since  1800”  (Dr.  Davenport)  .  12.50 

“European  Crowns  1700-1800”  (Davenport)  .  12.50 

“German  Talers  1700-1800”  (Davenport)  .  12.50 

“Crown  Pieces  of  Great  Britain”  (Linecar).  Only  Book  on  this  series  with  prices..  7.50 
“Crowns  of  the  World”  (Galletta).  Afghanistan  to  Zanzibar  .  3.50 


TWO  GREAT  CATALOGUES 

1.  Greatest  Offering  (In  this  Century)  of  U.S.  Coins,  Currency  &  World  Coins.  84  pages. 

2.  108-Page  Supply  Catalogue — Everything  in  Numis-Accessories  and  Books  on  every  Series 
and  Subject  (410  books).  All  at  Bebee's  down-to-earth  prices  and  Service  that  has  no 
equal.  BOTH  $2.00  (Free  with,  or  Deductible  on  first  $25.00  order). 


“PRONTO  SERVICE" 

4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766)  Omaha,  Nebraska  68111 

DEALERS:  Request  Free  Wholesale  Catalogue  on  vour  letterhead  or  supply  proof 

that  you  are  an  established  Dealer. 


one  of  the  world  s  great  books 


‘  In  the  world  of  coins.  At  last,  the 
long-awaited  "COINS  OF  THE 
WORLD  1750-1850"  is  here.  No 
book  on  coins,  in  our  experience, 
has  generated  as  much  prepubli¬ 
cation  interest.  Bill  Craig,  the 
author  spent  4  years  in  assembling 
his  material,  all  packed  into  768 
pages.  The  book  lists  all  the  coins 
of  the  world  minted  from  1750  to 
1850.  It  covers  that  100-year  period  of  coins  prior  to  those  listed  in 
Whitman's  "Modern  World  Coins"  (some  of  you  call  it  the  Brown  Book)  — 
a  period  where  information  was  sorely  needed.  This  book  belongs  in 
every  collector's  library.  At  your  dealer's  and  other  stores.  $6.00.  No.  9363. 
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Whitman  Publishing  Company,  Racine,  Wisconsin 


